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ELECTION UPDATE
Having successfully
completed the February
special election that covered
two school districts and three
cities looking to merge with
their nearest fire districts, we
have now moved on to the
April primary at which the
Lynden School District will be
seeking bond approval.
Ballots for that election will be
going out on April 8.
We then move on to what may
be a busy year with the
primary and then the general.
This is the year that local
county elected offices all run
and many of the special
districts as well. And just as a
disclaimer: since I will be on
the ballot this year, I will not
be participating in any handson way with either the
preparation of the election(s)
or the certification of the
results. That will be handled
by Chief Deputy, Diana
Bradrick.

ROLLING OUT “ROAD
MAP TO CANDIDATE
FILING ”
We’ve been working on a
comprehensive candidate
information booklet that brings
together all the information a
candidate would need to know
about filing for office this year.
We will be rolling it out on the
new County website on April
1. Hard copies are also going
to be available for those who
would prefer to have it in that
format. We see it being
updated each year and a
great resource for people who
may be considering becoming
a candidate.
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NEW COUNTY
WEBSITE
Speaking of the county
website, this past month all
the departments of the county
have rolled out the
technological achievement of
designing a new website.
With the help of CivicPlus, I
hope you’ll find the new site
as useful as it was in the past
but we are trying to develop a
focus based on what
information the public wants to
see most. While I know we
had a wealth of information on
our site that many of us
“election geeks” like to deal
with, it was kind of
cumbersome to move around
the old site and often involved
many “clicks” to get to where
you wanted to be. Hopefully
that has improved. Give us
your feedback of what you
want to see on the site. We
are in the process of rolling
over our information from the
old site.
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE
The Office of Secretary of State
continues to move forward evaluating
the possibility of getting all counties
onto one voter registration database
management system. The Legislature
continues to push for this. It seems
like this will be easier to achieve than
getting all the counties on the same
ballot counting system, however. Part
of the hang-up on moving forward
sooner (some in the Legislature are
also advocating for this) is that there
has been so little certification of any
technology improvements due to the
dysfunction of the federal Election
Commission. Only recently has that
commission filled all its vacancies and,
hopefully, will begin reviewing updates
to systems and new technology
improvements.
The additional obstacle of course is
funding. There is discussion about the
federal government coming up with
another HAVA-type funding process
since they provided the funding for the
original equipment. And the state talks
about looking at funding mechanisms,
but with what funding obligations they
currently have that doesn’t seem too
likely at this point. Again, it’s all about
the budget!

ELECTIONS NOT
CONDUCTED BY THE
AUDITOR
We have been asked questions
regarding two elections over the past
few months that were not conducted
by the Auditor’s Election Division. One
was for the creation of irrigation
districts, and one was for the Whatcom
County Conservation District. By state
statute, the irrigation district elections
are conducted by the county council
office at their creation. (After that they
conduct their own.) The clerk to the
council consulted with my office
regarding best practices, and I was
present at certification. In the case of
the conservation district, by statute
they have the option of paying the
Auditor to run the election, or conduct
it themselves and establish their own
procedures. Since billing for a county-

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
As many predicted, this year’s legislative session seems to be all
about the budget. That’s all the buzz. While 2200 bills were
introduced, not nearly that many survived the first cutoff deadline –
the bill needing to be passed out of the chamber it started in.
Currently bills are at the point that they will have to be passed out
of the opposite chamber. Topics of election related bills that
remain active at this point include:


Early registration for 16 and 17 year olds; the registration to
be held until they become eligible at 18.



Voter registration deadlines being set for new registrants to
Washington state at 28 days (formerly 29) or 11 days in
person at the Auditors’ office or electronically. For those
already registered in Washington they have only the 28
days (formerly 29) to change their registration. If they have
moved they would continue to vote based on their former
registered address.



The voting rights act that will provide, in order to avoid
possible costly litigation, that political subdivisions review
their electoral systems and consider “voluntarily adopting
changes to improve electoral fairness issues such as
polarized voting or members of a protected class do not
have an equal opportunity to elect candidates of their choice
or an equal opportunity to influence the outcome of an
election.” It outlines legal action of that becomes necessary.
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Prohibiting auditors and the secretary of state from having their name on election envelopes or
materials in the year they are running for office.



Clarifying the timing of calling special elections (increasing to 60 days instead of 46 days), for those
counties producing local voter pamphlets, each measure being called must be submitted by the
resolution deadline rather than 45 days before the publication of the pamphlet, and certification dates
are reduced to 14 days for specials and the primary. The certification for the general remains 21 days.



For initiatives, they must include fiscal impacts statements.



Presidential Preference Primary be moved from May to March and the results must be utilized in
selection of delegates to the national Convention.

