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A Year in Review By the Numbers....

Water Quality is improving in the Nooksack River watershed due to the combined efforts of landowners,
community members, and programs dedicated to reducing bacteria pollution. Whatcom County’s Pollution,
Identification, and Correction (PIC) program uses water quality monitoring, community education, and
technical and financial assistance to protect public health and prevent surface water pollution.
Key potential sources of bacteria in Whatcom County are (1) animal waste from livestock, domestic pets,
waterfowl and other wildlife, and (2) human sewage from failing on-site septic systems (OSS) or leaks in
municipal sewage systems.

It’s The Wet Season
in Whatcom County

October through April is a

critical period when the risk
of bacteria getting to surface
water is high because of storm
runoff. The creeks, ditches,
and stormwater pipes in the
watershed create a network of
water that flows into Portage
Bay.
Even if your property is not next to a
creek, runoff from rain flowing into
ditches can carry bacteria all the way
to the harbor. Bacteria in waterways
leads to swimming and shellfish
harvesting closures.

Questions about bacteria pollution?
Contact the PIC program at:

Got Mud?

(360) 778-6230 or
PICprogram@co.whatcom.wa.us
www.whatcomcounty.us/1072/Water-Quality
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Create a small, dry winter paddock
Install/repair gutters and downspouts
Cover and store manure pile away from water
Grow vegetative filter strips along ditches
Improve the health of animals and pasture!

The Whatcom Conservation
District offers free, confidential,
no obligation and voluntary
farm planning services.

Call today for a
FREE tarp to cover
your manure pile!*
*while supplies last

(360) 526-2381
www.whatcomcd.org

Raccoons

in Your Neighborhood

One of the possible sources of high bacteria

levels in our creeks is larger than natural
wildlife populations. Raccoons will inhabit
areas where food is easily accessible. Raccoons
use communal areas for defecation called
latrines.
Their feces
can contain
roundworm
eggs (can
be fatal to
humans)
and the
virus canine
distemper(can
be fatal to
dogs). Rain
washes
raccoon poop into our waterways and with
it disease causing organisms. Never touch
raccoon poop or the surrounding soil in order
to avoid these health hazards.

Septic Systems
Inspections vs.
Pumping
Do you have a septic system on your property?
Both inspections and pumping are important for
proper septic system maintenance and can save
you money.
Upcoming Training Dates:
October 24th
November 16th

Help discourage raccoons from
moving into your neighborhood:
•
•
•
•
•

Never feed raccoons, or treat them as
pets
Secure garbage and compost bin lids
Do not leave pet food outside
Keep poultry in a secure pen and house
Secure your windows, doors (including
pet doors), crawlspace, and attic

Did You Know?
Whatcom County staff are always on the
lookout for signs of wildlife at our water
quality monitoring sites. We record notes
about tracks and scat to help determine
if wildlife is a possible source of bacteria.

Inspections are required every 1-3 years

depending on the type of system you have.
Replacing a failing septic system can be
very expensive. Inspections are important
because they can reveal minor problems in the
system before they turn into major, expensive
problems later. You can have your system
inspected by hiring a licensed specialist or
you can become certified to inspect your own
system through a training provided by the
Whatcom County Health Department.

Pumping is a type of maintenance that may

be identified in your inspection. The inspector
will measure the solids in your septic tank.
Your septic tank needs to be pumped when the
solids in the tank make up about 1/3 of the total
tank volume.
For more information about septic systems,
call the Whatcom County Health Department at
360-778-6000
or visit
www.whatcomcounty.us/1744

Whatcom County Public Works
322 N. Commercial Street, Suite 110
Bellingham, WA 98225

This project has been funded wholly or in part by the United States Environmental Protection Agency under assistance agreement PC-01J18001 through
the Washington State Department of Health. The contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of the Environmental
Protection Agency or the Washington State Department of Health, nor does mention of trade names or commercial products constitute endorsement or
recommendation for use.

Thank You Nooksack River
Watershed Residents!
We are seeing improvements in
water quality thanks to actions
taken by landowners in the
watershed!
Actions taken to reduce bacteria pollution
have included:
• Evaluation and repair of septic systems
• Fencing farm animals out of waterways and
managing manure and mud
• Planting vegetation buffers along stream
banks
• Picking up pet waste

k!
Keep Up the Good Wor

