


never feed raccoons.

Do not leave pet food outside.

secure the lids of your 
garbage can and compost bin.

prevent raccoons from 
entering your house, crawl-
space, or attic.

keep poultry in a secure pen
and house.

Keep wildlife wild. Don’t treat 
raccoons as pets.
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larger populations lead to more 
poop and associated bacteria that 

can wash into our waterways, 
causing swimming and shellfish 

harvesting closures.

larger than natural  
populations of wildlife, such as 

raccoons, are one of the possible 
sources of the high bacteria levels 

in creeks. 

���������������� Raccoons create toilet areas, 
called latrines, away from their 

nesting area where they poop. 
this poop piles up and becomes a 

health risk for humans and pets.  

never touch raccoon poop or 
contaminated soil! it can contain 
roundworm eggs and the virus 
canine distemper, which can be 
fatal to dogs.

raccoons are wild animals, even if 
they seem tame, they can bite.

always abide by beach swimming 
closure signs and shellfish harvest 
warning signs. check the state 
department of health’s website on 
the day you dig! 
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Human interactions with wildlife, 
like finding easy sources of food 

around homes, can increase their 
populations above natural levels. 


