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My Background
Education:
●
●

Undergrad at WWU - Politics, Philosophy, and Economics, with minors in
Energy Policy and Law, Diversity & Justice
Masters at UW Bothell - MA in Policy Studies
○

Capstone focused on sustainable development and related local, state, and federal policy

Professional Experience:
●
●

5 years in Congress - DC and District, Senate and House
1 year in State Legislature - two members, 40th and 42nd LD
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Presentation Overview
● Local Representation
● Navigating the Website
● 2019-20 WA State Climate, Energy and Environmental Policy
○
○
●

2019 Successes
2020 Successes

The Future
○
○
○
○

Economic Impacts of COVID-19
COVID-19 Recovery
Future Policy Discussions and Opportunities
Whatcom County
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Whatcom County State Legislators

40th Legislative District

Sen. Lovelett

Rep. Lekanoff

Rep. Ramel

4

42nd Legislative District

Sen. Ericksen

Rep. Van Werven Rep. Shewmake

Navigating the Website

http://leg.wa.gov/
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2019 Successes
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Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction
HB 1112: Reducing greenhouse gas emissions from hydroﬂuorocarbons.
Hydroﬂuorocarbons (HFCs) are a category of gases used primarily as refrigerants in a
variety of commercial and industrial applications including refrigeration, air-conditioning,
building insulation, ﬁre extinguishing systems, and aerosols. HFCs can be thousands of
times more potent than CO2. This legislation would completely phase out the use of
HFCs in Washington state by 2024.
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Renewable Energy and Buildings
SB 5116: Supporting Washington's clean energy economy and transitioning to a clean,
aﬀordable, and reliable energy future. The Clean Energy Transformation Act (CETA) requires
utilities to transition away from fossil fuel-generated electricity - Coal by 2025, GHG neutral by 2030,
and 100% clean and renewable resources by 2045. Sets penalties for noncompliance and adds
incremental hydro as an eligible renewable resource.
HB 1257: Concerning energy eﬃciency.This bill establishes a ﬁrst-in-the-nation energy eﬃciency
standard for large commercial buildings including EV infrastructure requirements, a State Energy
Performance Standard and incentive program, energy benchmarking requirements, Natural Gas
Conservation standard, and a renewable natural gas program.
HB 1444: Concerning appliance eﬃciency standards. This bill establishes new eﬃciency and
testing standards for certain appliances in addition to design requirements for electric storage water
heaters. This will help to reduce electricity, water use and greenhouse gas emissions. Also, water
heaters can be used eﬀectively in demand response programs.
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Transportation Budget
HB 1160: Making transportation appropriations for the 2019-2021 ﬁscal biennium. The $9.837
billion transportation budget includes funding for a new hybrid-electric ferry, commute trip reduction,
transit, high speed rail study, green transportation, and major construction projects.
Visit www.ﬁscal.wa.gov for more information on the transportation budget
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Transportation
HB 2042: Advancing green transportation adoption. Imposes a $75 fee for certain
electric, hybrid, and alternative fuel vehicles. Reinstates a modiﬁed retail sales and use
tax exemption. Funds help transition to a zero-emissions transportation sector with
incentives to make EVs more accessible, help utilities invest in charging stations, and
create a new grant program to electrify transit.
HB 1512: Concerning the electriﬁcation of transportation. Authorizes utilities to adopt an
electriﬁcation of transportation plan to provide outreach and investment in the
electriﬁcation of transportation infrastructure
SB 5723: Increasing safety on roadways for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other roadway
users. Creates an additional ﬁne for when a vulnerable roadway user is followed too
closely or not given the right of way. Directs revenue to help improve the public's
knowledge of vulnerable roadway user infractions.
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Land Use, Ag, Ecosystems, Water & Adaptation
HB 1578: Reducing threats to southern resident killer whales by improving the safety of oil
transportation. This bill requires tug escorts for small oil tankers and barges traveling across
narrow straits within the San Juan Islands, reducing the potential for oil spills.
HB 1579: Implementing recommendations of the southern resident killer whale task force
related to increasing chinook abundance. Allows WDFW to halt hydraulic projects that could
harm ﬁsh, changes the penalties for violating the hydraulic code, authorizes ﬁshing licenses
for smelt, and liberalizes catch limits for other types of ﬁsh like bass and channel catﬁsh.
SB 5577: Concerning the protection of southern resident orca whales from vessels.
Reduces noise and disturbance from vessels including increasing the distance boats must
stay from Southern Resident orcas and adding a go-slow zone for boats viewing them.
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Land Use, Ag, Ecosystems, Water & Adaptation
SB 5397: Concerning the responsible management of plastic packaging. Directs the state
to study the management and disposal of plastic packaging and identify alternatives to
achieve the goal of 100% recyclable, reusable or compostable packaging and 20% recycled
content in all plastic packaging sold in Washington by 2025.
SB 5135: Preventing toxic pollution that aﬀects public health or the environment. Requires
Department of Ecology and Department of Health to identify priority chemicals and make
regulatory determinations.
SB 5993: Reforming the ﬁnancial structure of the model toxics control program. Increased
and reformed the hazardous substances tax levied on petroleum products, generating
hundreds of millions of dollars to clean up contaminated sites, prevent future pollution, and
improve how we manage stormwater runoﬀ that harms the health of Puget Sound.
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2020 Successes
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Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction
HB 2311: Amending state greenhouse gas emission limits for consistency with
the most recent assessment of climate change science. Sets a zero-emissions by
2050 goal, requires state agencies to set both short- and long-term goals for
reducing emissions, and establishes carbon capture and sequestration as a state
policy.

Communications & Community Engagement
HB 2811: Establishing a statewide environmental sustainability education
program. Requires OSPI and the Legislature to develop a curriculum that educators
can use to teach integrated, equitable, locally relevant, real-world environmental
science. Emphasis will also be placed on teaching students more about renewable
natural resource career opportunities.
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Renewable Energy & Buildings
HB 2518: Concerning the safe and eﬃcient transmission and distribution of natural gas. Directs
natural gas companies to complete a cost-beneﬁt analysis on every leak. If beneﬁts are greater
than costs of the repair, utility must ﬁx the leak. Requires gas utilities to submit annual reports to
the Utilities and Transportation Commission on leaks, including causes, amounts, and emissions.
HB 2405: Concerning commercial property assessed clean energy and resilience. Creates a
C-PACER program, which gives building owners a new way to ﬁnance energy and resiliency
eﬃciency retroﬁts and new construction projects. It can also be used to make energy eﬃciency
improvements or to remove lead piping. C-PACER is ﬁnanced by capital providers and
administered by counties or the Department of Commerce. (Vetoed funding)
HB 2248: Expanding equitable access to the beneﬁts of renewable energy through community
solar projects. Establishes a Community Solar Expansion Program beginning July 1, 2020, new
community solar project eligibility requirements, and creates a new public utility tax credit. (Vetoed)
HB 2645: Concerning the photovoltaic module stewardship and takeback program. Amends
deﬁnition of photovoltaic module and requires manufacturers to submit a stewardship plan.
(Partially Vetoed)
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Transportation
HB 2322: Supplemental Transportation Budget. This budget provides funds for rural transit,
special needs transportation, and green transportation initiatives. Funding includes $600,000
for Washington State University to give technical assistance to public agencies making the
switch to alternative fuel vehicles, $12 million in capital grants to transit agencies, and a sales
tax break for new and used electric vehicles. More info: http://ﬁscal.wa.gov/
SB 5811: Reducing emissions by making changes to the clean car standards and clean car
program. This bill authorizes Ecology to adopt CA zero emissions vehicle program regulations
and expands the types of vehicles required to meet the standards. This bill requires auto
dealerships to stock a set percentage of ZEVs for sale, resulting in about 25,000 electric
vehicles sold per year by 2025.
HB 2486: Extending the electric marine battery incentive. This bill extends the sales and
use tax exemption for electric marine batteries, battery packs, shoreside batteries, and
infrastructure to charge for electric and hybrid electric vessels.
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Transportation
HB 2587: Establishing a program for the designation of state scenic bikeways. This
bill requires the Parks and Recreation Commission to establish a scenic bikeways
program for the designation and promotion of bicycle routes of notable scenic,
recreational, cultural, or historic value.
HB 1793: Establishing additional uses for automated traﬃc safety cameras for traﬃc
congestion reduction and increased safety. Allows automated traﬃc safety cameras to
be used to detect certain traﬃc violations. The goal is to help make cities safer for
bicyclists and pedestrians, and increases enforcement for bus-only lanes.
SB 6208: Increasing mobility through the modiﬁcation of stop sign requirements for
bicyclists. Permits bicyclists to treat stop signs as yield signs, provided it isn’t a railroad
grade crossing or school bus stop sign.
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Land Use, Ag, Ecosystems, Water & Adaptation
HB 2343: Concerning urban housing supply. Encourages jurisdictions subject to the GMA to
increase residential capacity including reducing lot sizes for allowing duplexes, triplexes and
courtyard apartments and authorizing more ADUs. Also changes the frequency of transit
service that triggers a cap on minimum residential parking requirements for certain
aﬀordable housing units and sets caps on minimum residential parking requirements for
certain market rate multifamily housing units located near transit services.
HB 2713: Encouraging compost procurement and use. Encourages state agencies and local
governments to use compost, including compost made from residential food waste. (Partially
Vetoed)
HB 2528: Recognizes the contributions of our forest products sector as part of the state's
global climate response. Acknowledges the role of natural and working lands in carbon
sequestration and the beneﬁt to rural communities and state’s response to climate change.
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Land Use, Ag, Ecosystems, Water & Adaptation
HB 1165: Encouraging low-water landscaping practices as a drought alleviation tool.
Condominium unit owners associations, homeowners associations, and common interest
communities may not prohibit or penalize a homeowner or resident from taking certain
water-eﬃcient or wildﬁre ignition-resistant landscaping measures.
HB 1622: Concerning drought preparedness and response. Authorizes Ecology to issue a
drought advisory when drought conditions may develop, develop and update a drought
contingency plan, and initiate a pilot program to explore cost, feasibility, and beneﬁts of
entering into long-term water right lease agreements.
SB 6613: Concerning the inspection of marine aquatic farming locations. Requires rules
related to the operation of marine ﬁnﬁsh aquatic farming locations to provide for the
recovery of actual costs incurred for required inspections, monitoring, and compliance
testing by the Department of Fish and Wildlife.
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Land Use, Ag, Ecosystems, Water & Adaptation
SB 5947: Establishing the sustainable farms and ﬁelds grant program. Requires the
Department of Agriculture to develop a sustainable farms and ﬁelds grant program, which
will help producers reduce greenhouse gas emissions, increase eﬃciency of fossil fuel or
electricity use, promote agroforestry, and carbon farming.
SB 6091: Continuing the work of the Washington food policy forum. Establishes the
Washington Food Policy Forum as a public-private partnership for developing
recommendations to improve Washington’s food systems, which includes supporting small
farms, increasing availability of food grown in Washington, and reducing food insecurity.
SB 6306: Creating the Washington soil health initiative. Establishes the Washington Soil
Health Initiative, which can help improve agricultural viability/yields, nutrition of foods, and
environmental beneﬁts by improving water quality, reducing soil erosion, runoﬀ, and
leaching of nutrients and pollutants.
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Looking to the Future
2021 Session and Beyond
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Taking a BIG Hit w/ COVID-19
● Revenue down ~$4.5 billion leaving $1.4 billion shortfall for 2019-20
biennium and estimated $9 billion loss to state government over next
three years
● Agency budget cuts, hiring freezes, furloughs, wage freezes
○

OFM had agencies identify options to reduce ﬁscal year 2021 spending by
15%

● Governor vetoed $235 million in new spending from the 2020 session
● Many new contracts got frozen in OFM
● Many state projects are cancelled, paused, or delayed
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COVID-19 Recovery
● Federal funding enabling many state administered programs
● 2021 Legislative Session - it’s a budget year and we anticipate COVID-19
recovery eﬀorts will be the #1 issue
● Approach to the budget and funding challenges
○

cuts vs spending, public-private partnerships, leveraging funds

But what does this mean for climate change?
● Progressive revenue package?
● Carbon pricing? Green Recovery Bonds?
● Green / Climate Resilient Infrastructure?
23

Future Policy Discussions and
Opportunities
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Carbon pricing
GMA reform
Net Ecology Gain
Salmon Recovery
Culvert Replacements
Water Quality and Quantity
Green Amendment
Sustainable / Climate Resilient Agriculture
Conservation
Green Transportation and Infrastructure
○ transit, bicycle, electriﬁcation, Low Carbon Fuel Standard
Broadband
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In our own backyard...
● BP Cherry Point
○
○

Sets goal to be net-zero by 2050
By 2030, BP’s goal is to reduce oil production by 40%, lower emissions from
operations by 30-35%, develop 50GW of net renewable generating capacity, and
invest $5 billion per year in low carbon technologies.

● Alcoa Intalco Curtailment
○
○

Local, state, and federal assistance and collaboration
Supporting workers - retraining, transition to greener jobs
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Questions?
Kaylee Galloway
Kaylee.Galloway@outlook.com

