Public Review Process
We would like to thank all those members of the public who responded to our call for public comments
in July 2021. The committee received a total of 144 responses during this month-long comment period
announced July 1. Of those, 140 commenters expressed support for the Climate Action Plan, while the
remaining 4 did not indicate support, one way or the other. There was overwhelming support for the
Office of Climate Action (115 respondents). A total of 70 reviewers expressed their personal views or
concerns regarding climate change and 22 of these 70 reviewers offered specific actionable changes or
additions to the plan.
A CIAC subcommittee processed the comments and referred suggestions or specific changes to
appropriate chapter authors. The authors then incorporated comments, where appropriate. After the
30-day review period the CIAC received four additional comments prior to its September 2nd meeting,
which were also included. All comments received between July 1st and September 2nd are available as a
link on the CIAC webpage.
Five local organizations offered specific comments:
•
•
•
•
•

North Cascades Audubon
RE Sources for Sustainable Communities
Whatcom Million Trees Project
Puget Sound Energy
City of Bellingham
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Changes
A. Built Environment

From: noreply@civicplus.com [mailto:noreply@civicplus.com]
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 1:02 PM
To: Jill Nixon; Chris Elder
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Community Input to Climate Impact Advisory Committee

Community Input to Climate Impact Advisory Committee
Community Input
Thank you for adding your voice to the Climate Impact Advisory Committee process. This
form is used to gather community input. You can also contact Advisory Committee
at CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us NOTICE: All responses are public records and may be
subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (RCW 42.56)
Email Address

brennancollc@gmail.com

First Name

Michael

Last Name

brennancollc@gmail.com

Topic or Issue you are Writing
About

requirements upon adoption

Your Input

Please remember that there are a large number of retired folks
living in the county who have raised a family, maintained an
older home, and now live on a significantly reduced and fragile
income. So as this process moves forward consider the
establishment of a funding resource that would assist in
retrofitting older homes with both heating and electrical
generation equipment. The upgrade requirement cost, if not
supported, will result in sale of many family homes, reasonable
anger, and housing crisis for our seniors. This option should
also consider those living with low or limited income as well as
the first time home buyers who would be impacted by the
considerable expense of such requirements.
Funding should be explored "now" from federal, state and
Foundation sources so that the advancement of the process
would not be impeded or politically labeled. Once in place such
a program would significantly enhance the progress to your
goals
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Changes
A. Built Environment
From: Ray Kamada [mailto:rkamad@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 10:30 PM
To: Ellyn Murphy; Chris Elder
Subject: Re: Public Review of Whatcom County Climate Action Plan

Hi Ellyn:
Have had house guests. Otherwise, I'd have gotten back to you sooner and
with more certainty. Given other personal project constraints, don't know whether
I'll get to the other chapters. Sue Gunn hasn't requested any further review of
hers by me.
Anyway, here's my review of your section. No basic issues, except the old one
that I feel less emphasis on bottom-up projects than you do. Not that I think
microgrids aren't of some value, but more for building community enthusiasm
and some component of resilience, as cost effectiveness is generally far below
utility scale projects, due to lack of economies of scale. I mean, microgrids won't
power us through a major earthquake or even a day of power outage. OTOH,
a neighborhood EV charging center would be pretty cool, though that would
also require A LOT of stored power.
But you know all that and our differences are a matter of degree rather than
of kind. And the issue remains - what sorts of things can Whatcom County
do to hasten the transition. So, microgrids are certainly a part of it.
Which reminds me, according to
https://electrek.co/2020/05/19/tesla-bidirectional-charging-ready-game-changing-features/
Tesla has quietly set up bi-directional charging hardware in its Model 3 and Model Y
sedans and SUVs. All that's needed would be a downloadable software update to
make it operational for vehicle-to-grid. It can be done now, but Tesla will void your
warranty, if it finds out. So, don't post it on Facebook. I also suspect it doesn't want
the hidden feature to cut into its PowerWall business just yet.
https://electrek.co/2021/02/23/tesla-voids-your-warranty-power-your-home-with-electric-carbattery-pack/
This feature doesn't seem to be included on its CyberTruck, at least yet. But the Ford
EV-150 is touting that capability. If so, one might anticipate that vehicle-to-grid may
become a much larger load-shifting/peak shaving source than stationary microgrids.
Tesla already has more than 1 million vehicles on the road. When the US EV fleet
reaches 100 million vehicles, that'll mean at 10% of full charge an available draw in the
US alone of more than 100 gigawatt hours. That's nothing to sneeze at. Recall that the
US has ~240 million vehicles. So, we're not even talking full market penetration.
(comment continues on next page)
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Changes
A. Built Environment

As for detailed typos/edits, etc.:
Last use of PUD1 on p. 22 has an italicized and bolded "1".
Below it, also on p. 22, I think communitywide should be hyphenated as community-wide.
On line 3, p. 23, I don't think you need the "the" in Given the hydroelectricity

generation’s
Same applies for the

US-wide generation
Again, on p. 23 communitywide

on line 5.

Last line of p. 24, I suggest "the" BPA
P. 25, I should look this up again, but if I recall correctly, the 10+ cents that PSE charges for electricity
only applies for residential/commercial use. I.e., I believe they charge far less than that, maybe ~ 3.6
cents/kwhr for industrial use at Cherry Point. Off the top of my head, I'm not sure what that implies for
average retail cost of PSE's electricity.
p. 25. Ugh, I hate that old term - "windmills".
p. 28 - 3rd paragraph, "targeting" has only two Tees.
p. 28: Broadly speaking, I suspect most energy analysts would agree that economy of scale for
renewables applies most strongly for
wind, then solar, then battery storage. I.e., small-scale wind turbines are far from cost-effective (due to
stronger winds aloft, amplified by power as the cube of the wind speed. E.g., 20% higher wind speed
yields 73% more power. Also, to date, small-scale wind turbines have had vexing maintenance issues. To
put it bluntly, they've largely been under-engineered, if you know what I mean.), while microgrid scale
battery storage can be reasonably cost effective at small scale, due to inherent modularity. E.g., Form
Energy recently announced 1 megawatt hr, iron-air modules that they claim will eventually supply backup
power for up to 100 hours, due to far lower per kwhr costs than lithium-ion batteries. We shall see.
p. 29: bottom of page - period instead of comma toward the end of citation (51). Need end quote mark for
citation (52).
p. 30: " demand response, in combination with energy storage, can be used to manage peak load more
cost effectively, more quickly, and with a much
lower carbon impact and should be implemented before considering adding possibly unnecessary
additional natural gas peaking plants."
YOU BETCHA! Hot water energy storage/energy demand shifting is by far the cheapest, lowest hanging
fruit available! It's the NO-BRAINER of renewable energy options!
OTOH, the unspoken issue for smaller than community-scale microgrids is the cost/availability of
EXPERT LABOR required for re-tooling.
Sure, a DIYer can go off-grid, if willing to invest mucho upfront bucks, while turning himself into a
journeyman electrician. But this is totally unrealistic for the average Joe/Jolene. E.g., just for my gas to
electrical hot water tank conversion, the labor cost for the electrician to activate another 30 amp breaker
in my 200 amp service panel, enabling him to run a line through the attic space to the new tank
DOUBLED the cost of the $2k tank. So, it'll take the full $900 in renewable credits (which I've been
waiting for 4 months now to receive from PSE and the feds) in order to have that transition pay for itself
within the expected 13 year life span of the new tank. Again, yes, I suppose I could have done it myself
by watching lots of YouTube videos, while arguing with my spouse about the projected cost/benefit ratio
and not electrocuting myself. But, really, how many of us would be not only able, but willing to take that
on? Ditto for home heating heat pumps. Especially, while PSE being > 60% fossil-fuels driven leaves it
with a low benefit/cost ratio.

(comment continues on next page)
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Changes
A. Built Environment
BTW, PSE should help fund that transition from the enormous profits they're about to rake in by selling off
their shares in that money-losing Montana coal plant, PLUS increasing profits from declining wholesale
costs of renewables, PLUS increased electricity sales, as electrification gradually siphons revenue from
Cascade Natural Gas and all of the propane companies. Maybe Ramel and other legislators can apply
some pressure from the Olympia side of the table. Or at least include a heat pump financing assistance
package in their State Bank plans.
p. 31: As far as I can tell, cross-laminated paneling has almost entirely replaced plywood in residential
construction. And the higher grade of it has enough tensile strength to be used as the primary
construction material in mid-rise buildings, which is about as high as we go in Whatcom County.
pps. 32 - 35: No issues. Pretty much in full agreement with you.
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
B. Natural Environment
From: Chris Secrist <chriss@oeserco.com>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 4:52 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Draft Climate Action Plan

Hello Chris,
Attached please see my comments on the Draft Climate Action Plan. I limited my thoughts to
the rural rezone topic. I could have gone on, but the week is just about finished.
Please fell free to contact me if you have any questions.
Again, nice meeting you the other day.
Best regards, Chris Secrist
[Attached PDF re-printed starting on next page]
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
B. Natural Environment

(comment continues on next page)
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
B. Natural Environment

(comment continues on next page)
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
B. Natural Environment
From: Richard Whitmore [mailto:rwhitmore49@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 8:49 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Climate action plan

Chris,
Thank You for a good meeting yesterday. I hope we can help with future plans
Below is my response
Dick W.
[Attached MS Word document re-printed starting on next page]

11

Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
B. Natural Environment
Climate Impact Advisory Committee
Response to
Whatcom County Draft Climate Action Plan
From
Dick Whitmore
Thank you for the good drat to work from, this is a good start. In the draft you emphasize forest
management as a key essential to the plan, I agree. The problem with the plan is that it is focused on the
less than 20% of the land base. This land is what is left for proper forest management and is managed
for multiple uses. The land base that should be a priority is the national forest lands, these lands hold
over 80% of the Nooksack basins water, all the glaciers and are the headwaters for all three forks of the
Nooksack River.
The national forest lands have not been managed properly for the last 3 decades for any use; fire, water,
wildlife, recreation, or timber harvest, yet they hold the key to making your plan successful. The County
needs to engage the forest service in how they are going to help Whatcom County Meet its climate
change goals.
On page 110, first paragraph, last sentence (encourage more sustainable forest practices) What does
that mean. Most all of Whatcom counties harvestable lands are green certified as sustainable.
When you talk about partnering with various groups for help or expertise you leave out the forest
industry and small private forest land owners. This is a huge wealth of information you do not want to
leave out if you want to be successful
The timber industry used to operate on close to 70% of the forested lands. Now it operates on less than
20% of that land. Your plan would reduce that harvestable land base by over 50% in the first 40 years.
This would destroy what viability is left. We need to focus on the forest service lands, If the forest
service lands were properly managed for multiple uses, they could mitigate the demise of the forest
industry with your plans of older timber and wider buffers. Even though the science is not complete on
the theory of older timber and wider buffers. The unintended consequences are big.
Page 111, paragraph two. Reforestation and afforestation. What does this paragraph mean? The timber
industry has made huge strides in changing its forest practices with new science. I am surprised you
mentioned the tribes in this section. In Whatcom County they have the poorest forest practices of
anyone. They are not the experts on forest practices. You need to collaborate with people who are
actually practicing forest management.

(comment continues on next page)

12

Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
B. Natural Environment
Page 112, last paragraph. Why do we need to partner up specifically with the million-tree project? The
industry probably plants a million trees a year. You cannot practice east coast forestry in Whatcom
County, they are totally two different landscapes with their own unique properties. The timber industry
has its own experts that deal with a variety of changes. Planting a million trees is not a big deal it sounds
good but, the true feel good is how many trees have survived for five years. You need to go to true
science not some nonprofit that sounds good.
Page 113, paragraph two We do not see these as competing resources but as multiple uses of the forest
lands
The forest industry is prepared for rapid changes. We have lived under rapid changes for decades and
are prepared for new challenges. Part of the fabric of the industry is the satisfaction of meeting new
challenges head on and being successful.
Thank You for the opportunity to respond to your draft. We are here to help with this ambitious plan in
the future.
Respectfully,
Dick Whitmore
Forest Engineer, retired
360-739-8401
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
B. Natural Environment
From: Eric Hirst <EricHirst@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 6:59 AM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Cc: Ellyn Murphy <Ellyn.murphy10@gmail.com>
Subject: Comments on draft climate action plan

Hi Chris,
Attached are my comments on the excellent draft plan. Please let me know
if you have any questions about my comments.
Thanks.
Eric
-Eric Hirst
1932 Rhododendron Way
Bellingham WA 98229
360-656-6690

[Attached MS Word document re-printed starting on next page]
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
B. Natural Environment
Comments on Whatcom County Draft Climate Action Plan
I read all of Section 1 and the Natural Environment and Agriculture parts of Section 2. I am very
impressed with the depth and quality of the work presented here. This draft shows clearly how much
work we have to do in Whatcom County, both to reduce the adverse effects of climate change and to
adapt to the changes that are almost certain to occur (and, indeed, are already occurring).
The seven guiding principles (page 12) make great sense to me. I urge the county council and executive
to formally adopt them as they begin planning, funding, and implementing the many projects called for
in this draft report.
My only general comment on this draft is its lack of specificity. To pick one of many examples, consider
Water Resources and Fisheries Strategy 2, “Restore and Protect Streamflow to a Level and Temperature
that Ensures Year-Round Salmon Migration and Survival,” which states:
“To maintain a healthy aquatic ecosystem it will be necessary to increase stream flows when they drop
below a critical level. In addition, the scientific basis for the current minimum instream flow standards is
in question and may be low estimation of actual needs.” Unanswered questions include:
•

•
•
•
•
•

What are the minimum flows (in cubic feet per second) that must be maintained for fish
health and long-term sustainability, and how do these values vary across watersheds
and season?
How much do stream flows need to be increased, where (by sub-basin watershed), and
when?
How are we to achieve this goal of increasing streamflows?
What are the costs to do that?
What entities are responsible for the projects that increase streamflows?
What are the determinants of success to know when flows have increased sufficiently?

It seems to me unreasonable to ask a group of volunteer citizens to address these kinds of details.
However, I hope the final report includes a detailed listing of the questions/issues that need to be
addressed for each strategy, some indication of the relative importance of these projects, a range of
costs to do the projects, and an indication of which departments within the Whatcom County
government (or other government, private, and nonprofit organizations) should be responsible for
planning and conducting this much-needed work.
Perhaps these details can be put in an appendix to the final report. This appendix can then serve as a
starting point for a detailed work plan to be developed by Whatcom County staff. The City of Bellingham
might provide a useful example of such work, as staff in the city’s Public Works Department have started
to implement projects proposed by the December 2019 Climate Action Task Force Final Report.
Eric Hirst
July 20, 2021
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
B. Natural Environment
From: Hollowarrow Farm <hollowarrow@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2021 9:05 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Cc: Tom Westergreen <tomwestergreen@gmail.com>
Subject: Forestry action plan

Chris,
Please consider the original reason for Rural Forestry: To serve as a buffer between commercial timber
and the coming urban interface. One reason given was for fire. This is what the planner told us 30 or 40
years ago when the county changed us from General Protection to Rural Forestry.
Now we are Designated Forest Land and are a certified tree farm, and we live here. It’s not the people
who live in the woods who cause the fires. We are the managed forest buffer between DNR and the
smaller acreages of VanZandt and the urban/suburban interface beyond. There are many Small Forest
Landowners (SFLs) in Whatcom County and a lot of them live on their forest property. Rural Forestry at a
20 acre minimum is not development. It is the transition between wildland and development.
A reclassification to Commercial Timber is an unknown we do not want to go to. Besides the loss of real
estate value, we would certainly lose county services, and there would be ramifications to generational
transfer.
We appreciate the interest of the committee in the welfare of forestry.

Henry and Jan Vollmer
Hollowarrow Farm
5975 Schornbush Road
Deming
3605925326

(related follow up comment appears on the next page)
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
B. Natural Environment
From: Hollowarrow Farm [mailto:hollowarrow@hotmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 10:23 AM
To: Chris Elder
Cc: Tom Westergreen; Herb Barker
Subject: Forestry Meeting
Hi Chris,
After giving some consideration to the one house per 40 acres idea, we still think the present one house
per 20 acres RF does not need changing. In our experience, this is effective as long as the parcel size is
held to the 20 acres. By effective, we mean the residents are stable people; who we think are needed in
order to be responsible for a small forest. At least in east VanZandt, the great majority of the 20 acre
parcels are held by professional people; not the rural working class mentioned in your email response to
my original comment. So they have the resources available to buy the land, build a house, and maintain
it and the land and the trees on the land. These are not the people who have multiple people living with
them in extra buildings. But we and one other owner are the only ones who log. The others manage
their land naturally, meaning no management, as does the Land Trust; the absentee landowner
neighbor to all of us and poor example of forest ownership.
By our observation, it is the five acre parcels with the rural working people, not 20 acre parcels. So they
have a house and outbuildings and no forest. The Land Trust has too much forest and no people to
manage it. If these two scenarios are on the desired buffer, the forest does not get managed. The
county allows this to happen by not holding to the original idea of 20 acre RF with one residence on
each parcel with people to take care of their land. The county is supposed to protect the land and the
people on it by the consistency of the zoning and residential regulations, meaning one residence per
parcel, not mixing zoning in one area, and not making changes to suit one person or one absentee
landowner.
Twenty acres is a good size for one or two people to do the actual work on the tree management
themselves; forty acres gets to be too much when employed elsewhere also.
The meeting was quite interesting. Thank you.
Henry and Jan Vollmer
Hollowarrow Farm
5975 Schornbush Road
Deming
360-592-5326
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
C. Other Topic
From: Charles [mailto:baileychasr@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 12:23 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Fwd: Comments on draft Climate Action Plan- Lummi Island ferry
Chris- I seem to have sent this to the wrong address. In case that’s so, here it is again. Best, Charles

Begin forwarded message:
From: Charles <baileychasr@gmail.com>
Subject: Comments on draft Climate Action Plan- Lummi Island ferry
Date: July 27, 2021 at 12:16:13 PM PDT
To: gstoyka@co.whatcom.wa.us
Cc: David Kershner <davekershner@yahoo.com>, Rhayma Blake <rhayma@me.com>, Roland
Middleton <RMiddlet@co.whatcom.wa.us>

Dear ChrisFirst of all I want to compliment you and your colleagues on the Climate Action Committee for an
outstanding update of the Whatcom County Draft Climate Action Plan. The text is clear, complete and
actionable. I thank all of you for your hours of discussions and community outreach to bring us to this
point.
The CAC is also a real opportunity to reinforce and complement the work of the Lummi Island Ferry
Advisory Committee, where I’ve been a member since 2016. Here are comments and suggestions for the
parts of the draft which deal with the replacement ferry for the Whatcom Chief.
P. 26- box with comments on our recent microgrid conference with OPALCO. This is very good. A
microgrid on Lummi Island, either battery storage like PSE is doing in Glacier or solar plus battery as
OPALCO has done on Decatur Island, could help add the shore power needed for the new ferry to operate
as an all electric vessel.
P. 55- second full paragraph. This is very well expressed.
Pp. 149-150 Action 3.2: Invest in a hybrid or electric technology to replace the Whatcom Chief ferry to
Lummi Island.
P. 149- The first sentence in Action 3.2 reads:
“The ferry only accounts for .05% of Whatcom County transportation GHG emissions, but it is a
significant single source.”

(comment continues on next page)
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Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
C. Other Topic
Three points here:
--During the week the Whatcom Chief engines run 19 hours a day. This is per Coast Guard regulations,
which require the Chief to have the relevant diesel engine on and idling when the vessel is in the dock
between runs. Each engine is of course run up to full power during the 39 round trip crossings of Hale
Passage that the Chief makes daily on weekdays. This seems to mean, but you can check it, that the
Chief emits more GHGs than any other single transport vehicle the County operates due both to the
large size of its engines and to their long hours of continuous operation.
-- For the County Council, electrifying the new ferry is a great opportunity to measurably reduce County
government’s carbon footprint. It would be good to credit them for seizing this opportunity at the
appropriate point in the Plan. I’m not quite sure where to insert this so I will leave it to you.
--The pie chart on p. 48 shows the ferry contributing 0.1% to total county GHG emissions whereas the
above sentence on p. 149 says it accounts for .05%. I am assuming the former is the correct figure.
The above sentence can thus be revised to read:
“The ferry accounts for just 0.1% of all Green House Gases emitted by transport vehicles
throughout Whatcom County. However it is the most significant single source of emissions within the
fleet of transport vehicles owned and operated by County government.”
P. 150- Continuing on in Action 3.2, the last sentence reads:
"One challenge to the full electrification of the ferry is increasing electricity transmission and
distribution capacity on the Lummi Peninsula or Lummi Island to accommodate higher loads
caused by charging the ferry, and, since these technologies are relatively new and still evolving,
there is also a potential of reduced reliability and increased maintenance costs.
To make this passage both clearer and more informative I recommend revising it to read:
"One challenge to the full electrification of the ferry is increasing electricity transmission and
distribution capacity on the Lummi Peninsula or Lummi Island to accommodate higher loads caused by
charging the ferry. Electric propulsion technologies are relatively new and evolving, with the potential
of reduced reliability and increased maintenance costs. However nearby ferry systems— BC Ferries,
Washington State Ferries, and the Guemes Island ferry-- are already moving to full electric propulsion,
giving Whatcom county nearby sources of experience and expertise as it electrifies the new Lummi
Island ferry."
I’m happy to reply to your questions or comments.
Thanks again, Chris.

Charles
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From: Mary Anderson <marya@ridewta.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 4:24 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Draft Climate Action Plan Edit

Hi Chris,
One quick edit for the draft Climate Action Plan, in the list of acronyms, page iii, WTA is actually
Whatcom Transportation Authority (not Transit).
Thank you and have a great day!
Mary
Mary E. Anderson, AICP, TDM-CP
Transit Planner

Whatcom Transportation Authority
4011 Bakerview Spur
Bellingham, WA 98226
p: 360-788-9316 / f: 360-788-9516
marya@ridewta.com
E-mail to and from this address may be available to the public under Washington’s Public Records Act

20

Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
C. Other Topic

From: Vicki Thomas <vicki.kagi@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 1:52 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Comment on Section 4 of Climate Action Plan
Hi Chris,
I strongly support the plan recommendation for establishing, funding and staffing an
Office of Climate Action as soon as possible. In addition to the excellent reasoning
presented in the report, I would add that from my interviews during my work on the
Community Research Project in 2019 that there are other benefits:
1 - Many stakeholders in the community have felt like there was no interest or political
will to take action on climate issues, even though they themselves were supporters of
climate action. An Office of Climate Action would demonstrate that there is interest and
political will and would encourage and embolden those stakeholders to bring forth their
best ideas.
2 - Even smart, committed people need to have leadership to do bold things.
Establishing a vigorous Office of Climate Action would provide the missing catalyst to
get real things done.
3 - From my 40+ years in high tech and many years as a Chief Operations Manager I
know that things that get measured can get changed. Job one is to have someone in
authority consistently request those measurements. The Office of Climate Action could
be that missing authority.
Once again, my strong and heartfelt support of the Office of Climate Action. The time is
now. The need could not be more urgent.
Thank you and all who worked on this.
Sincerely,
Vicki Thomas
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From: Larry Davis <lcdavis48@outlook.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2021 11:25 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Personal input re: Draft Climate Action Plan

Chris:
The attached document reflects solely my input. The CD has not discussed the Draft nor seen my
‘report’.
Larry
[Attached MS Word document re-printed starting on next page]
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C. Multiple Topics
MEMORANDUM
DATE:

July 25, 2021

TO:

Chris Elder

FROM:

Larry Davis, Associate Supervisor
Whatcom Conservation District

SUBJECT:

Feedback on Whatcom County Draft Climate Action Plan – June 2021

Chris:
I have read the entire draft. I do not know who was responsible for putting it together, but my
compliments to that individual(s). It is readable; it has good flow; it makes sense; and the average lay
reader can follow it with little trouble, in my opinion. I did find a couple of proofing fixes, but my other
comments are of a more general nature.
I looked at the members of the Climate Action Advisory Committee (I think the draft should include a list
of the members.) Please correct me if I am wrong; I am disappointed that the committee does not
include a tribal presence. My perspective is that wisdom is a resource. Our tribes and tribal neighbors in
Whatcom County have been here since time immemorial. They are part of the community, period. They
have a collective wealth of lived experience over centuries from which we should learn about climate.
Moving forward on implementing any of the recommendations adopted by the County Council, I
strongly urge that the tribes be afforded a prominent role.
I think the draft would benefit (the reader) from inclusion of a small glossary beyond the List of
Acronyms.
PROOFING CORRECTIONS:
PAGE

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE

COMMENT

85

5th paragraph under 2

The last line should read ‘increases’ vs. ‘increase’.

111

5th paragraph; line 4

At the end of the sentence insert “and” before ‘carbon.’

123

2nd paragraph

Strike ‘s’ from ‘conservation districts’. There is but one in the
county.

125

1st paragraph under
Funding; 2nd sentence

Rule of thumb is do not end a sentence with an adverb. Move
‘simultaneously’ to follow ‘imperative to’

165

4.1 through 4.4

Delete. It is duplicate of the same language on Page 164.

(comment continues on next page)
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SECTION 1 - CLIMATE CHANGE IN WHATCOM COUNTY
PAGE

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE

COMMENT

2

1st (non-bolded)

This is a strong statement. Do not lose it.

3

1st full paragraph

Terrific data.

4

3rd paragraph

I really like the definition of ‘resilience’.

4

4th paragraph

Good discussion of ‘mitigation’ and ‘adaptation’.

5

3rd paragraph/last sentence

Providing even one example of a higher-cost outcome for
failure to invest now would be helpful.

13

2nd paragraph

I like this text, especially the last sentence.

17

Penultimate paragraph

Absolutely should ‘replicate’ the Snohomish County data
collection model.

17

Last paragraph

Definitely support. Each advisory committee should be
charged with including the essence of this paragraph.

SECTION 2 – BUILT ENVIRONMENT
PAGE

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE

COMMENT

25

1st paragraph

Good information. I was no aware.

32

Last paragraph/2nd sentence

I very much agree with the statement, “…energy efficiency
success should be measure by carbon emissions reduced.”

54

Last paragraph before ‘Key
Priority for Strategy 2’

I did a quick Google look at Fort Collins’ group buying
program for electric vehicles. It clearly applies to
governmental fleets. It is less clear that it may include
neighborhood-based group buying. An idea worth some
consideration in my opinion.

Last paragraph

Good text. Do you, or anyone, have an educated guess
prepared if (when) asked what ‘significant investment’
means?

71-72

(comment continues on next page)
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SECTION 3 – NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
PAGE

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE

COMMENT

76

2nd paragraph

What is at least one example of “…other critical ecosystems
that support life on earth?”

77

Penultimate paragraph

Could not agree more with the last sentence. In fact, I have
been known to write and verbally express those words.

NOTE: I think this paragraph is the first one, 77 pages into the
report, where ‘Native Americans’ appears.
80

1st & 3rd paragraph

First direct mention of Lummi Nation and Nooksack Indian
Tribe. Point of clarification: the formal name is Nooksack
Indian Tribe.

84

4th paragraph, 1st sentence

We need a once and for all measurement of the water supply
in the county. At some point, when all aquifers have been
identified, count me among those who want and need to
know how aquifers are recharged other than by rain.

(comment continues on next page)
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SECTION 3 – NATURAL ENVIRONMENT - continued
PAGE

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE

COMMENT

86

2nd paragraphs under 3

Thank you for explaining how armored shorelines are a
problem. That has been an unsatisfied itch for a long time.

87

4th full paragraph

Could not agree more with the

87

Last paragraph

I appreciate citing the CD.

88

Strategy 5, last 2 paragraphs

Both paragraphs are good.

90

2nd paragraph

Since this is a necessarily ambitious draft plan, why not
include a paragraph about Transfer of Development Rights?

93

2nd paragraph

I think it was the right call to separate Agriculture from the
Built Environment.

The whole page is particularly good information.
1st full paragraph

I suggest adding a sentence at the end of the paragraph;
something like: “Demand for District support and services
exceeds the District’s capacity, which is a funding issue as
discussed on Page 105, 2nd full paragraph.”

100

Top, lines 2-3

If it is appropriate for any role of the CD to play in the
establishment and management of a carbon market, I hope
consideration will be given to the CD.

100

Strategy 2, 3rd paragraph

I might be wrong, but I do not believe the 100,000 minimum
acres of agricultural land is not codified by the County.
Codification would lend some oomph to the current goal
statement.

101

Penultimate paragraph; last
sentence

I appreciate the list of examples of water trading mechanisms.

102

Top, 2nd line

“stakeholders’ should include the tribes; perhaps the glossary
should include ‘stakeholders’ and identify all possibilities.

103

1st paragraph, 1st sentence

By what measure is ag not a major contributor to climate
change. I think you need to provide a number or percent for
the sake of context.

99
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105

Top, after sentence end.

There is a lot of activity going on around the world respecting
vertical farming. It is only a matter of time before it is fully
recognized as a cost-effective way to cultivate food. So, the
question is whether this fledgling movement would benefit
from public investment.

SECTION 3 – NATURAL ENVIRONMENT - continued
PAGE
105

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE
Last paragraph

COMMENT
Obviously, I love this paragraph. However, there is a
substantive misstatement regarding the effective date of the
changes to RCW 89.08.405. The applicable sentence needs to
be amended as follows:

RCW 89.08.405 ((that comes into effect in July 2022, will))
authorizes…”

This statute was established in 2012. In 2015, it was
amended to create three levels of rates and charges, all
linked to county population. Whatcom County and thus
Whatcom CD remains in the lowest authorization category.

The 2021 amendments take effect January 1, 2022; and only
Section 5204 takes effect July 1, 2022. The amendments to
89.08.405 appear to me to be technical changes and not
substantive. The changes do not affect the basic program.

110

Last paragraph

I hope the CD is given consideration for the evaluation role.

115

Last paragraph

Currently, Skagit and Whatcom CDs share a full FTE for the
Firewise Program. The split is about 50%, give or take. With
enhanced funding Whatcom CD could hire its own FTE.

117

3rd full paragraph

Could not agree more about amending the county code.

117

4th paragraph

Could not agree more.

118

2nd paragraph

The problem is identified. So, create and enforce standards.
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SECTION 3 – NATURAL ENVIRONMENT - continued
118

3rd paragraph

I can see a role for the CD.

119

1st full paragraph

THIS Council needs to revisit the 2005 policy proposal that
the THEN Council rejected.

120

Paragraph

I think this language needs to be repeated at the beginning of
the draft report: “…it is cheaper to prevent damage than to
try to fix it.”

127

Paragraph

I would slightly amend this language and repeat it toward the
front of the report.

SECTION 5 – APPENDICES
PAGE

ELECTRICITY AND BUILDINGS APPENDIX

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE

COMMENT

131

5.1

I see a potential role for the CD.

132

6.2

I see a potential role for the CD.

132

1st paragraph

Good idea for demonstration projects.

133

2nd paragraph; 4th line

Should the phrasing be: “…homes, farms, and buildings,…”

SECTION 5 – APPENDICES

POINT SOURCE EMISSIONS APPENDIX (no input)

SECTION 5 – APPENDICES

TRANSPORTATION APPENDIX

PAGE
145

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE

COMMENT

Last paragraph

Would be nice to know the state’s definition of ‘rural’.

147

Action 2.2

Is it a county-wide-based definition?
If so, what about those parts of the county that
are rural compared to say, Bellingham?
See comment on Page 2, Cell 54.

147

!!!

•
•

What about BTC or WCC getting involved the identified type
of apprenticeship training?
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SECTION 5 – APPENDICES
PAGE
154

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE
1.1 and 1.2

SECTION 5 – APPENDICES
PAGE
158

COMMENT
Check out www.bidwell.com. How can the county encourage
neighborhoods (zip codes) to sign up for the kinds of items
Bidwell collects?

LAND USE APPENDIX

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE
4.4

SECTION 5 – APPENDICES
PAGE

WASTE APPENDIX

COMMENT
I see a role for the CD.

WATER RESOURCES AND FISHERIES APPENDIX

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE

COMMENT

158

4.4

I see a role for the CD.

161

4.2

I see a role for the CD.

162

6.3

I see a role for the CD.

163

1.1 – 1.7

I see a role for the CD.

164

3.1 and 3.5 and 4.1

I see a role for the CD.

SECTION 5 – APPENDICES
PAGE

FORESTRY APPENDIX

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE

COMMENT

167

21. -2.2 and 2.5

I see a role for the CD. NOTE: What is the thought behind
2.3(iii) re: “…increasing the width of no harvest buffers…”

168

3.2 and 3.6

I see a role for the CD.

(comment continues on next page)
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SECTION 5 – APPENDICES
PAGE

ECOSYSTEM APPENDIX

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE

COMMENT

169

1.2

I see a role for the CD.

170

3.1

The WACD Plant Materials Center could be a potential
supplier of some kinds of trees. (The CD could play a role.)

SECTION 5 – APPENDICES
WATER RESOURCES AND FISHERIES APPENDIX
PAGE
PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE
COMMENT
158

4.4

I see a role for the CD.

161

4.2

I see a role for the CD.

162

6.3

I see a role for the CD.

163

1.1 – 1.7

I see a role for the CD.

164

3.1 and 3.5 and 4.1

I see a role for the CD.

SECTION 5 – APPENDICES
PAGE

FORESTRY APPENDIX

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE

COMMENT

167

21. -2.2 and 2.5

I see a role for the CD. NOTE: What is the thought behind
2.3(iii) re: “…increasing the width of no harvest buffers…”

168

3.2 and 3.6

I see a role for the CD.

SECTION 5 – APPENDICES
PAGE

ECOSYSTEM APPENDIX

PARAGRAPH/SENTENCE

COMMENT

169

1.2

I see a role for the CD.

170

3.1

The WACD Plant Materials Center could be a potential
supplier of some kinds of trees. (The CD could play a role.)
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GLOSSARY
Afforestation

The act or process of establishing a forest
especially on land not previously forested.

Braiding/Braided river

Some rivers have lots of small channels that
continually split and join. These are called
braided rivers. Braided rivers are usually wide but
shallow. They form on fairly steep slopes and
where the riverbank is easily eroded.

Conservation Reserve Program (USDA/NRCS)

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) pays a
yearly rental payment in exchange for farmers
removing environmentally sensitive land from
agricultural production and planting species that
will improve environmental quality.

Conservation Stewardship Program (USDA/NRCS)

CSP is for working lands and is the largest
conservation program in the United States. CSP
helps you build on your existing conservation
efforts while strengthening your operation. CSP
does this by tailoring a plan to your operation
and your goals to help you increase productivity
and protect the value of your land.

Maldistribution

Uneven distribution of something, especially
when disadvantageous or unfair. Undesirable
inequality or unevenness of placement or
apportionment (as of population, resources, or
wealth) over an area or among members of a
group.

Oxbow

A U-shaped bend in the course of a river.

Perturbations

In systems biology, perturbation is an alteration
of the function of a biological system by external
or internal means such as environmental stimuli,
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drug inhibition, and gene knockdown.

Redd scour

Female salmon build nests (‘‘redds’’) by using
their tailfin to scour the river bottom to shape
the next for deposit of the roe (eggs).

Red tides

A discoloration of seawater caused by a bloom of
toxic red dinoflagellates. (Dinoflagellates are
single-celled eukaryotes constituting the phylum
Dinoflagellata. Usually considered algae,
dinoflagellates are mostly marine plankton, but
they also are common in freshwater habitats.
Their populations are distributed depending on
sea surface temperature, salinity, or depth.

Vibrio

A waterborne bacterium of a group that includes
some pathogenic kinds that cause cholera,
gastroenteritis, and septicemia.

(end of comment)
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From: JIM HANSEN <jh_mk1234@msn.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 24, 2021 6:05 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Cc: Satpal Sidhu <SSidhu@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Draft Climate Action Plan - Feedback

Jim Hansen
2418 Keesling St.
Bellingham, WA 98225
July 24, 2021
To: Climate Impact Advisory Committee
RE: Draft Climate Action Plan
My background includes a 40-year career in forestry and fisheries habitat restoration. I have been a
small businessperson and was employed by Lummi nation for 20 years. I am a member of the WRIA1
Environmental Caucus and currently a Whatcom County Planning Commissioner. I am co-author on
several fisheries habitat related studies including the Nooksack River Estuary Habitat Assessment 2005.
In general, I find your report and recommendations to be well crafted and profoundly important. If its
recommendation were to be swiftly implemented, we would see substantial benefit at this critical
juncture. It should be the standard that every public and private action must be weighed against in the
coming years. I closely reviewed the Water Resources and Fisheries and Forestry sections where I have
expertise and found them to be highly accurate and comprehensive.
I do have a couple of suggested improvements for other Sections
1. Ecosystems Page 115. In the section on Ecosystems a healthy eco-system is referenced in terms
of environmental processes of utility to the human and wildlife populations. The eco-system
services referenced are indeed crucial. However, framing the issue in terms of them misses the
larger issue of a rapidly crashing eco-system. We are witnessing a rapid destruction of a once
resilient system. According to a Smithsonian Institution report, the background species
extinction rate over time has been 1 species per million per year. We are now losing species at
1,000 to 10,000 percent of that rate or dozens of species every day. This just not about being
relegated to having only crows, pigeons and starlings as other birds go extinct. This is more than
the Orcas and harvestable salmon populations. According to a recent National Geographic
article “Why Insect Populations are Plummeting and Why It Matters”, both diversity and
abundance of our insect populations are falling rapidly. As a researcher from the University of
Sydney put it: “our entire ecosystem will collapse due to starvation” if this decline is not
arrested. I don’t expect this report to solve every problem. However, eco-system health cannot
be addressed without referencing and mitigating for Climate Change impacts on pervasive
species decline and loss.

(comment continues on next page)
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2. Land Use Appendix Page 156. This section is generally very good and its recommendations
critically important. I did find a problem in the Gant Chart that heads the section. When it
references ‘Revise Zoning Codes” it adds “and Compensate Landowners.” This is a politically
questionable recommendation. It supports the position land use changes which may lower
property value in impacted areas are “Takings”. This position has been shown to be legally
incorrect. Regulatory and Land Use decisions are not “Takings” unless they unfairly target
particular owners. We have a Free Enterprise system. Profits on investments are not
guaranteed against changing circumstances. Land use and regulatory changes often benefit
property owners. Have these lucky ones ever been asked compensate the responsible
jurisdiction?
3. Foresty Page 166. This section is excellent. Tt charts a path forward that will recognize and
enhance our forest resources as a climate change tool while also supporting our local forest
industry and its workers.
I thank you for your excellent work and hope that this report will be given the serious
consideration it merits and hope my suggestions may improve it in some small way

Jim Hansen
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From: Judy Hopkinson [mailto:jd.hopkinson@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2021 11:47 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: CIAC draft report comments

I have been reviewing the draft CIAC report. Although I am not yet finished, I wanted
to convey my deep appreciation for this work. Here are my comments so far:
1. Exceptionally readable report!
2. P. 6 - bullet #2 under Wildfire - would benefit from an example - what exactly
does “shorten by a factor of 2.2 to 2.5” mean in terms of days between fires?
3. P. 16 “The CAP will propose several demonstration projects that would qualify
for state, federal or foundation funding, be a benefit to the County, serve as an
education and communication tool, and honor the historical roots of the County.
“ - this is an excellent idea! Our community needs demonstrations of the
possible!!!
4. P. 17 “Data collected on natural resources in Whatcom County are fragmented
and housed in multiple organizations. “ This is not acceptable. It can and
should be changed as a top priority. We cannot solve our problems without an
accurate understanding of the current situation.
5. This report contains powerful examples and graphics that deserve wider
distribution. I suggest the report be used as a basis for a public information
campaign designed to convey the many achievements toward and
possibilities for and energy resilient future in Whatcom County and WA
state.
6. P. 27 Resilience Hubs! Another great idea with amazing educational potential and it should not be that difficult to implement.
It gives me great hope to see this sort of careful, detailed and honest assessment
coming from our County Government. I sincerely hope the report received the support
it deserves. We have seen this year with the heat dome event just how terrifying the
impact of climate change on our area might become in the very near future. There is
simply no time to waste. We need at least one dedicated staff position to coordinate
our efforts and we need to move urgently to demonstrate to our community just what is
possible and just how quickly and fairly we can work to make our future sustainable.

Thank you,
Judy Hopkinson
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From: noreply@civicplus.com [mailto:noreply@civicplus.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 7:57 AM
To: Jill Nixon; Chris Elder
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Community Input to Climate Impact Advisory Committee

Community Input to Climate Impact Advisory Committee
Community Input
Thank you for adding your voice to the Climate Impact Advisory Committee
process. This form is used to gather community input. You can also contact
Advisory Committee at CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us NOTICE: All responses are
public records and may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act
(RCW 42.56)

Email Address

mulliganelizabetha@gmail.com

First Name

Elizabeth

Last Name

Hartsoch

Topic or Issue you are
Writing About

Draft Climate Action Plan 202106

Your Input

Members of Whatcom County’s Climate Impact Advisory Committee,
Thank you for your service to our community, and for the opportunity to provide
input on this essential planning process.
As a parent of two kids and a long time resident of Whatcom County, I am keenly
invested in swift and bold action on climate change. Enough of delay and half
measures. Let’s collaborate on bold action that centers the needs of our most
vulnerable.
I am encouraged to see an analysis of vulnerability to climate impacts, including
racism, poverty, age and illness. Those with the least power will suffer the most
unless we are intentional in our work. I also support your emphasis on
collaboration with partners and system level solutions. And since we’ve all seen
extensive work go into thoughtful plans which end up collecting dust on the shelf,
I fully support the proposed Office of Climate Action, with clear, measurable,
actionable goals and accountability to ambitious timelines. Please openly share
data so the community can contribute to monitoring and accelerating progress.
Thank you,
Beth Hartsoch
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From: Paula Rotondi <perotondi@comcast.net>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 9:29 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Draft Climate Action Plan

Dear Councilmembers,
I applaud the exemplary work of the Whatcom County Climate Impact Advisory
Committee.
During the recent deadly heat wave that killed over 100 Washington residents, many
people especially the elderly in my three year old Cordata neighborhood really suffered describing the heat as “brutal” and “sickening”; every house in the development was
built with a gas furnace and no source of cooling.
With the climate catastrophe upon us it no longer makes sense to allow any multi-unit
residential developments to be built with a gas furnace when an electric heat pump can
provide both heating and cooling. As an essential step toward protecting public health
and safety and as a step toward reducing use of climate and environment destroying
natural gas, please consider requiring that new multi-unit residential buildings be all
electric by 2023 and that all new residential buildings be net zero carbon emissions
capable no later than 2027.
I also urge you to establish and amply fund an Office of Climate Action with a full time
Director and staff to find outside funding and propel Whatcom County to a safer, more
sustainable future.
Thank you for considering my comments.
Sincerely,

Paula Rotondi
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From: Ander Russell <AnderR@re-sources.org>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 3:18 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Cc: Satpal Sidhu <SSidhu@co.whatcom.wa.us>; Council <Council@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: RE Sources comments on the Whatcom County Draft Climate Action Plan

Dear Mr. Elder and members of the Whatcom County Climate Impact Advisory
Committee Thank you for taking public comment on the Whatcom County Draft Climate Action
Plan. Our comments are attached.
We are pleased to support this plan and urgently recommend conversations begin, if
they have not already, with Executive Sidhu and the Whatcom County Council (cc'd
here) about funding the recommended Office of Climate Action.
Please review the letter and let us know if you have any questions or concerns.
Best,
Ander

-Ander Russell
(they / them / their)
Senior Environmental Advocate
RE Sources
AnderR@re-sources.org
360-733-8307 ext. 212
Facebook | E-Newsletter | Website

We are on the ancestral homelands of the Coast Salish Peoples, whose tribal
treaty rights we support and for whose enduring care of the lands and waters
we are deeply grateful.
[Attached PDF re-printed starting on next page]
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To:
Chris Elder
Senior Planner
Whatcom County Public Works
322 N. Commercial Street
Bellingham, WA 98226
Transmitted via email to: celder@co.whatcom.wa.us
July 29, 2021
Dear Mr. Elder and Members of the Climate Impact Advisory Committee:
Thank you for allowing the public to comment on the Draft 2021 Whatcom County Climate
Action Plan. We know that a public comment period is not required on such a document. Action
on climate change is the most important issue we face, and we are heartened that the County
and Committee have repeatedly made space throughout this process for stakeholders and the
public to share their ideas and concerns.
RE Sources is a non-profit organization located in northwest Washington and founded in 1982.
We have thousands of supporters in Whatcom, Skagit, and San Juan counties, and we submit
these comments on their behalf.
Summary of Critical Issues
First, we would like to express our gratitude to the Climate Impact Advisory Committee and
County staff that worked many hours to produce this plan. We also applaud the decision to
integrate climate adaptation and resilience throughout the document.
There are a few items that stood out to us as top priorities to incorporate and act on in the short
term:
•

We strongly support the recommendation to create an Office of Climate Action.
The immediate funding and empowerment of this office is absolutely essential
to the success of this plan. Local governments have a unique burden in
grappling with the impacts of climate change. Storm surges, wildfires, lack of
water for fish and farms, shellfish boiling along shorelines, unprecedented
flooding, and heat-related illness are just some of the impacts we have already
experienced this year and in recent years and will again in the near future. The
County, as lead agency, has failed in its duty to implement the 2005 WRIA 1
Watershed Management Plan. We are left with the critical question, how will the
County ensure that this Climate Action Plan does not suffer the same fate?

(comment continues on next page)
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This plan must be implemented and funded at the consistent and continued
levels needed to meet the urgency of the climate crisis and ensure that the
human communities and ecosystems of Whatcom County thrive in the
decades to come.
•

•

A higher focus and priority must be given to natural solutions that address
both mitigation and adaptation. These solutions have multi-benefits that
address the compounding impacts of climate change. Natural solutions
that restore and protect ecosystems and biodiversity must be given
priority when seeking funding and allocating resources. Engineered
solutions should be a last resort option as they often result in negative
impacts on other ecosystem functions. Natural climate solutions are the
most cost effective and multi-benefit immediate actions we can take.
To protect land that provides valuable ecosystem functions the County
must prioritize land use and transportation measures that emphasize the
existing built environment rather than continued outward expansion. This
approach has multi-benefits in terms of density for energy efficiency,
walkable/bikeable transportation, less disruption of the natural
environment, and increased carbon sequestration.

General Comments and Observations
We strongly support language in the plan about systems-level thinking and the need
to integrate climate mitigation and adaptation actions across all departments, plans
and projects in Whatcom County. That said, we found the plan to be very siloed.
Many of these sections and subsections are inextricably linked, particularly
ecosystems protection and land use. To demonstrate this interconnectedness, we
suggest inclusion of a master matrix in the appendix for all strategies and actions
and where overlap exists across sectors. We hope that in adoption and
implementation of the plan there is greater internal cooperation and coordination
between Planning and Development Services staff and between departments such
as PDS, Public Works, and Parks and Recreation.
Actions are the most critical element of the plan; however, the body of the plan is
heavy on background while recommended actions are buried in the appendices. We
recommend making actions more prominent and accessible for the public.
As stated in the Nooksack Indian Tribe Climate Change Adaptation Plan, “Climate
change poses challenges to species and habitats that span jurisdictional boundaries.
Additionally, the Nooksack Indian Tribe has a relatively small reservation and trust
land area (~4,000 acres) and most hunting and gathering occur beyond reservation
and trust lands within its U&A area. Implementing adaptation actions for priority
species and habitats will thus require partnership with management agencies, land
(comment continues on next page)
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owners and stakeholder groups outside the Tribe’s limited geographic jurisdiction.”1
For any local climate adaptation plan to be effective, it must be closely coordinated
with Lummi Nation and Nooksack Indian Tribe. It should be called out in the plan
how and when, on an ongoing basis, the County will consult with Tribes and
incorporate their input.
The Climate Vulnerability Assessments provided to the County by Cascadia
Consulting are mentioned here in Section 1, p5 of the plan. We cannot find further
reference to them even though the document states they will be discussed in the
respective sections (transportation, land use, agriculture, freshwater etc.). Please
incorporate the findings from the vulnerability assessments into each relevant
section. The assessments outline a sense of urgency in the need to address climate
change particularly for areas found to be highly vulnerable.
Section 1 - Climate Change in Whatcom County
! As stated in the County’s Climate Trends and Projected Impacts report, “when preparing
for climate change impacts and planning resilience strategies, it is important to prepare for
more severe conditions projected in high-emissions scenarios that are unlikely to limit
warming to 2 °C.”2 Planning for the highest emissions scenarios in every department, plan
and project is essential.
! Incorporate the need to push for a rapid ramp-up of renewable energy generation such as
wind or solar which do not get directly called out in this Section.
! As climate change impacts increase, so might the use of agricultural herbicides and
pesticides. Agricultural workers are already exposed to toxic chemicals found in these
substances. This should be included on p13.
! On p13, under Guiding Principle 2. Lead with Racial Equity and Social and Environmental
Justice, there is no mention of the economic, environmental and cultural impacts to First
Nations and Tribes. Please include the extensive impacts to Tribes and lack of adherence
to treaty law in Whatcom County (e.g. devastation of shellfish and salmon, impacts to time
immemorial water rights etc.).
Section 2 - Built Environment
Subsection - Electricity and Buildings
! We are heartened to see the following statement on p25, "The County should encourage
and facilitate the addition of utility-scale renewable energy." Previous climate action plans

1

Morgan, H., and M. Krosby. 2020. Nooksack Indian Tribe Climate Change Adaptation Plan. A
collaboration of University of Washington Climate Impacts Group and Nooksack Indian Tribe Natural
and Cultural Resource Department.
2

Whatcom County. 2020. Whatcom County Climate Action Plan: Summary of observed trends and
projected climate change impacts.

(comment continues on next page)
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focused predominantly on energy efficiency, building electrification, and retrofitting
county facilities. These are all worthwhile goals, but they make far more difference in
reducing climate impacts if the County makes promoting renewable generation its
top priority. The County can do so much more to encourage renewable distributed
energy resources, whether in taxes, siting, or permitting. As the plan mentions,
distributed energy resources such as microgrids are important for the resilience and
reliability of the electricity distribution grid in the future. The plan does suggest that
the County should encourage and facilitate renewable energy projects. However, the
plan emphasizes the role of utilities in building more renewable generation when in
fact the County has the authority to smooth the way for a more wide-spread adoption
of renewable, distributed energy resources.
! We agree that resilience hubs are a key priority. On pp26 and 27, there’s an explanation
of resilience hubs; however, it is unclear which entity would be responsible for their creation.
Would this be Whatcom County’s responsibility or a utility provider?
! A significant source of emissions from the building sector are from existing, older
buildings as stated on p31. Aside from voluntary or incentive-based options for retrofits,
what policy mechanisms exist to trigger mandatory improvements to these homes? This
concept should be explored in the future because incentives will only result in some
individuals taking action and there needs to be a regulatory backstop. Additionally, equity is
an important component for any policy mechanism. Should there be a policy trigger that
requires retrofits, there must be financial support given to individuals who have homes that
are appraised or valued below a certain threshold.
Subsection - Industry Point-Source Emissions
! Industry point-source emissions are largely negotiated with BP as the largest industrial
user. These policy proposals do not hold industrial emitters accountable for their
greenhouse gas emissions. However, the County has already passed policies curtailing
future industrial emissions. The County’s recently approved code amendments for the
Cherry Point Industrial Area affirm:
“It is the policy of Whatcom County to do its fair share to reduce local emissions and to
ensure that projects with a likelihood of more than a moderate adverse impact on air quality
and climate that may be authorized by the County address greenhouse gas emissions
impacts.” In order to fulfill its commitment to mitigating local emissions the County should
also identify specific policies to reduce emissions from existing facilities.
Subsection - Transportation
! Transportation emissions require addressing both the fuel source for vehicles and the
cumulative distance that the vehicles cover. The County's plan correctly prioritizes
promoting the adoption of electric and hybrid vehicles, which would hopefully replace some
VMT currently transported by gas or diesel vehicles.
While the COunty's plan also centers reducing VMT as a critical priority for addressing
transportation emissions, it provides inadequate context for the causes of rising VMT and
the realistic tools to address VMT reduction. VMT is more a factor of land use planning than
transportation planning. Prioritizing multi-modal transit in transportation planning is an
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excellent step that has numerous co-benefits for public health and environmental quality.
But the far more critical step is for the County to identify VMT reduction as a goal and
criteria during land use planning. In addition, please add language addressing equity
implications, alternatives, and importance of green infrastructure in trail/pedestrian
infrastructure development.
! Please add a key priority for Strategy 1 on VMT, to work with municipalities on active
transportation infrastructure that is more safe (i.e. protected bike lanes).
! The County’s strategy for addressing transportation emissions from its own fleet and
related contractor transportation is strong and should be implemented promptly. The County
has an opportunity to indirectly address transportation emissions from contractors by
requiring mileage and emissions reports in all bids/contracts. Mandatory mileage and
emissions reports would foster a
competitive market of efficient and greener jobsite transportation standards.
Subsection - Waste
! Solid waste reduction was a major state policy issue addressed in the 2021 state
legislative session. This section should better address the need to support state policy to
help reduce waste and related emissions. One suggestion is to add a strategy for Whatcom
County to support Extended Producer Responsibility legislation at the state level to require
manufacturers of plastic waste to pay for the end-of-life or recycling of the waste products.
! Thank you for addressing the impacts of food waste on p61. Composting incentives are
good for the environment and equity. Please add a key priority for Strategy 2 on p61. The
County could follow an ordinance similar to Seattle requiring composting services for all
residents.
Subsection - Land Use
! We know that throughout Puget Sound degradation is outpacing restoration.3
Mitigation has failed to recover ecosystems lost to development. At minimum, we need to be
mitigating with ecological gains and enhanced ecosystem functions as the goal. To this end,
edit the Goal on p63 to add the word "enhancing" as follows: Increase the mitigation of GHG
emissions by natural systems and promote climate resilience by preserving, protecting, and
enhancing the health and function of ecosystems through sustainable land use and
development policies.
! Revise the sentence on p63 beginning with, “Growth in Whatcom County is inevitable…”
to read: Considering climate change in comprehensive planning and land development is
key to ensuring protection of the natural environment and reduction of the overall.

3

Puget Sound Partnership. 2019. State of the Sound Report. Olympia, Washington. November 2019.
79pp. www.stateofthesound.wa.gov
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! Revise Key Priorities for Sustainable Land Development on p67 to read:
○ 1st bullet point -- Establish and implement a sustainable development framework and
code that incorporates green infrastructure, greater development density and energy
efficiency, and no or low impact to natural systems focusing on net-ecological gain.
○ 2nd bullet point -- Promote, incentivize, or require conservation designed land use and
expand tree canopy county-wide.
! The timelines for this section start and end too soon. They should be revised to reflect that
we are midway through 2021.
! Additionally, RE Sources supports the comments made by the Whatcom Million
Trees Project for the Land Use section.
Section 3 - Natural Environment
Subsection - Water Resources
! Strengthen language about the relationship of water quality and water quantity in the
introductory portion of this subsection on pp78-80. The County vulnerability assessments
found that adequate water supply and surface water quality were both highly vulnerable to
climate change.
! Please add reference to saltwater intrusion into groundwater and wells as one of the
impacts of sea level rise and coastal squeeze. Revise the last sentence of the first
paragraph on p79: Sea level rise and increased storm surge will increase coastal flooding
and create a “coastal squeeze” that may result in loss of intertidal wetlands as well as the
potential for damage and loss of buildings, roads, saltwater intrusion to groundwater and
contaminated wells, and other infrastructure near the shoreline."
! Completely revise Strategy 5 on p83 (and throughout the document) as follows:
Prioritize the protection of existing water supplies and restoration of wetlands and
floodplains as natural storage solutions before exploring new, alternative water supplies.
Wetlands, floodplains, and other nature-based solutions for our water supply have multibenefits such as carbon storage and salmon and wildlife habitat restoration. Engineered
water supply solutions such as stream augmentation from groundwater and the creation of
reservoirs must be a last resort option due to their cost per acre-foot of water provided and
unintended consequences to the environment such as water quality impacts.
! The key priorities for Strategy 1 listed on p85 don't seem to resolve current and future
water resources challenges. Please be specific on what role the County should play in
resolving water conflicts. Whatcom County is the lead agency of the 2005 Watershed
Management Plan and is responsible for land use codes and regulations that can better
address watershed health, protection and recovery. The County must take a leadership role
and not a back seat in the current water resources conflicts that exist in WRIA 1.
! Please include a citation for this statement on p89, "When averaged annually,
Whatcom County has ample water for all requirements. This annual average results from
combining an oversupply (in the winter and early spring) with a scarcity (low stream flows
and increased irrigation needs) in the summer and early fall when demand for irrigation is
high." The Water Budget is nearly a decade old and does not incorporate current climate
impact projections or recent work completed on the LENS groundwater model. There is little
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data on the amount of water needed in the streams and tributaries of the Nooksack to
support sufficient salmon habitat. Data on water usage by agriculture is based on outdated
estimates from the 1980s in eastern Washington. Please revise this section to capture the
current situation on the ground in Whatcom County.
Many streams in Whatcom County (Bertrand and Fishtrap Creeks and the South
Fork Nooksack River) have little to no water in the summer and fall to support salmon
returning to spawn when agriculture and residential needs from surface water and
groundwater in those same areas are at their peak usage.
! Add a key priority to Strategy 2 on p86 that states, “Fund and support work to identify
flows needed in each stream and tributary to support salmon recovery”. The only
understanding of streamflows Whatcom County has as they relate to salmon habitat are
modeling from the mid-2000s and the Instream Resources Protection Program (IRPP) for
the Nooksack River (also known as the Instream Flow Rule). More information is needed to
identify ideal water flows in key salmon tributaries that support improved habitat and water
quality for all salmon species in the Nooksack.
! Add a key priority for Strategy 5 on p88 that states, “Prioritize and support nature-based
water storage solutions such as floodplain, riparian, and wetland restoration projects in the
Lower Nooksack Tributaries and carbon markets or conservation easements to incentivize
longer harvest rotation schedules for forestlands in the Nooksack River’s three forks.”
Nature-based water storage solutions must be prioritized over engineered approaches that
continue to alter the landscape and hydrologic cycle. Engineering and development have
disrupted natural ecosystem services and we must make course corrections now.
! Strategies 6 and 7 can be combined on pp89-90.
! Add a key priority under Strategy 9 on p91 that states, “Update codes and regulations to
minimize impervious surfaces, native vegetation retention and replanting, and other green
stormwater infrastructure techniques for new development and redevelopment.” This
recommendation is stated in the last paragraph on p91; however, it is not recommended as
a key priority. Requiring softer building footprints and native vegetation retention and
replanting is a cost-effective way to manage stormwater runoff especially with more frequent
and higher volume rainfall events.
Subsection - Agriculture
! We applaud the following statement on p101, "To be effective, the PDR program will need
to be funded at a higher level, both to enable more land to be protected and to incentivize
landowners to sell their development rights." We strongly recommend that the CIAC and
others request the current Conservation Futures Fund levy be raised. Raising the levy is
one immediate and effective action the Executive and Council can take to address the
impacts of climate change and create community resilience. WCC 3.25.010 states, "The
levy shall be applied at a rate of six and one-quarter cents per $1,000 of assessed
valuation. (Ord. 92-002 (part))." The current rate is barely more than half that at
$.0322/$1,000 assessed valuation. Raising the rate up to 1 percent per year for the next
few years would go a long way in generating funds to increase conservation efforts and
create community resilience across the County including in the Lake Whatcom watershed.
This slight increase now will save taxpayers money in the long term by mitigating some of
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the costs of responding to impacts from increased flooding, drought and sea level rise due
to climate change.
! In the narrative for Strategy 3 on p101-102, there needs to be a stronger connection
drawn to relate natural solutions for storage and encouraging protection of wetlands and
riparian areas on agricultural lands.
! In the narrative for Strategy 5 on p104-105, we should also encourage different business
models such as worker owned cooperatives like Tierra y Libertad.
Worker owned cooperatives help build resilience by increasing community wealth which can
be put back into the community to help protect against the impacts of climate change.
Cooperative control of land and wealth can increase
our food system resilience to climate change.
Subsection - Forestry
! RE Sources supports the comments and suggestions made by the Whatcom
Million Trees Project for this section.
! Add a key priority under Strategy 1 on p110 that states, “Identify and designate working
forests and protected forests based on landscape and ecosystem characteristics in the
Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan and through coordination with DNR and the USFS.”
There needs to be a clear differentiation between working forests and protected forests
(regardless of whether they are under county, state, or federal jurisdiction) due to the
differences in carbon sequestration and ecosystem functions. Like agriculture, there needs
to be areas designated in Whatcom County appropriate for working forests to support
demand for wood products.
! Add a key priority under Strategy 2 on pp112-113 that states, “Increase reforestation
efforts in urban, suburban, and rural settings where forests and canopy
has been degraded due to human disruption.”
Subsection - Ecosystems
! While it may be true that Whatcom County is home to significant biodiversity, it is also true
that there has been a tremendous loss of this biodiversity particularly in the western
portions of the County due to development. Update this subsection on p115 to include data
and science on loss of biodiversity and mass extinction. Actions related to restoring
ecosystem functions should include conducting watershed characterizations for each
watershed in the county. Those characterizations (similar to the one for Birch Bay in 2008)
should include descriptions of how the watersheds interact with each other and have
updated inventories for fish, wildlife and plant species.
! Cataloguing the functions and values of wetlands and critical areas and investigating the
climate vulnerability of significant land use changes are worthy endeavors as specified
under Strategy 2 in the third paragraph on p117; however, the plan states earlier in this
section and on p73 that the no-net-loss standard for critical areas mitigation is not working.
It seems that resources would be better spent prioritizing the passage of a net-ecological
gain standard at the state level, conducting a study on the effectiveness of net-ecological
gain at various mitigation ratios for different functions and values through a few
demonstration projects, and investigating the climate vulnerability of the development
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proposal and mitigation. Please edit the fourth Key Priority on p119 as follows, “Require
climate vulnerability analysis, ecosystem function assessments, and a detailed
demonstration project to recreate these functions at various mitigation ratios (1:1 for no-netloss and 1:2 and 1:4 for net-ecological gain) before approving any destruction of wetlands
or other critical ecosystems.”
! Add a key priority on p119 that states, “Support state legislation that will establish
a net-ecological gain standard for all new development and redevelopment.”
! The first paragraph under Strategy 5 on p118 appears to refer to coastal erosion as a
negative phenomenon to ecosystems. Coastal erosion is an important ecological process
that naturally nourishes shorelines for forage fish and the marine ecosystem. Please revise
the third sentence as follows, “A proactive strategy is needed to prevent new development
and relocate existing development to prevent damage to evolving coastlines and estuarine
habitats. This approach should be paired with restoring, revegetating, and strengthening
coastlines and estuaries.”
Section 4 - Implementing the Climate Action Plan
As previously stated, we strongly support the creation of the Office of Climate Action.
We see the staffing descriptions here as an absolute minimum of what is needed to properly
fund and implement this plan. There must be consistent funding to support the guiding
principles in the plan. Staff at every level throughout all departments should have their job
descriptions updated to include relevant aspects of the guiding principles, goals, strategies,
and priorities of this plan.
Furthermore, the Senior Climate Advisor doesn't have any enumerated power in this
document. What assurance does the public have that departments will actually listen and be
held accountable to the climate advisor's recommendations? The 2007 Climate
Protection and Energy Conservation Action Plan funded a Conservation Resource Analyst
for at least 2007 and 2008 to take on management responsibilities for the plan.
That position ended after a short period of time and was not given the power to properly
ensure accountability for implementation of the action plan. We need assurances that
County staffing for tracking, implementing and updating this plan will be sufficient in amount
and time.
Section 5 - Appendices
Electricity and Buildings Appendix
! Actions 4.1-4.6. The County’s focus on demand response and DERs is commendable.
We hope the County will demonstrate its continued commitment when local utilities present
their upcoming Integrated Resource Plans.
Transportation Appendix
! Action 1.4. Coordination with WTA is good, but not specific. Transit routes and schedules
should be optimized for future use, not reactive to current or past use.
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Water Resources Appendix
! Action 1.2. Thank you for including language on the importance of metering.
More specifics are needed on how the county will expand metering, particularly
for agriculture and private residential wells.
! Action 1.4. How is this action different from current practices? "Encourage" is inadequate
in this situation. Please replace “encourage” with "increase connections," or "incentivise
connections..."
! Action 3.1. Please revise as follows, “Include climate change and sea level rise data,
projections, and modeling in the codes and regulations associated with the Shoreline
Management Program.”
! Actions 2.1, 2.3, 4.5, and 4.6. These actions mention changing forest management
practices to increase climate mitigation and adaptation. Research being conducted by the
Nooksack Indian Tribe and its partners is increasingly indicating the importance of longer
forest rotations for forest management to increase summer streamflows. Be specific on
what role the County should play in addressing forest practices, especially on private
commercial forest lands.
! Action 5.4. See comments above on Action 3.1 Agriculture Appendix
! Action 3.1 states, "Develop and seek funding for demonstration projects on water
conservation and augmentation to develop a basis for changing or eliminating the state
water law on relinquishment." The language here needs clarifying.
○ What is meant by augmentation? If it is meant to mean stream augmentation with
groundwater the larger issues at stake are related to state water law and specifically the
Foster case. Augmentation is a costly band-aid approach that should only be considered
when all other solutions have been exhausted, which is certainly not the case in the
Nooksack watershed. Stream augmentation does nothing to address the underlying issues
of inefficient irrigation, unpermitted and unregulated water use, and lack of consideration of
climate change impacts to streamflows. The focus should be on natural solutions such as
protection and restoration of wetlands on and off of agricultural lands. For more information
see our comments on stream augmentation on p8 of this letter.
○ Eliminating relinquishment in any situation is problematic and merits careful consideration.
Any changes in state water law on relinquishment should be dependent on approval of all
senior water rights holders, and the scope of the changes should be contingent upon
streams having sufficient streamflows to support salmon migration and recovery.
Ecosystem Appendix
! Action 1.1. The Comprehensive Plan alone is not sufficient. Prioritization of, "the
preservation of healthy, climate-resilient ecosystems," should be included in development
associated codes (CAO, SMP etc).
! Action 4.4. Change language from citizen science to community science to reflect updated
terminology in this area.
In closing, it is worth noting that in a pandemic, with only 10% of one County staff person’s
time, a group of volunteers put together a 177-page Climate Action Plan. This is a
commendable feat and we are grateful. However, given the extreme urgency before us to
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address climate change, the level of resources the County put toward this plan were wholly
insufficient and unsustainable. Looking forward, the County must meet the current level of
urgency to address climate change with efforts that are ramped up quickly, efficiently with a
focus on science over politics.
Thank you for your time and your careful consideration of these comments. Please do not
hesitate to reach out for clarification.
Sincerely,

Ander Russell
Senior Environmental Advocate
CC:
Whatcom County Executive, Satpal Sidhu
Whatcom County Council
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From: Pamela Bosch [mailto:psbosch@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 12:12 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Climate action

Whatcom County Council:
With the right will from leadership, there are many things we can do to improve the quality of
life for those who come after us. Unfortunately, we are not seeing this leadership at the national
level.
Inaction on clean energy infrastructure, clean building, fossil fuel divestment, regenerative
agriculture, carbon capture, and other climate measures mean that our children would pay for our
mistakes. That is unconscionable.
Please demonstrate that you work for the people by supporting what is best for all of us. Denial
is murder. Narrow self-interest is murder. Business as usual is murder.
Whatcom County can show the world how we take care of our Mother planet that takes care of
us. It will be rewarding and fulfilling to do so.
Pamela Bosch
1010 Highland Drive
Bellingham
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From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 1:23 PM
To: Jill Nixon <JNixon@co.whatcom.wa.us>; Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Community Input to Climate Impact Advisory Committee
Community Input
Thank you for adding your voice to the Climate Impact Advisory Committee
process. This form is used to gather community input. You can also contact
Advisory Committee at CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us NOTICE: All responses are
public records and may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act
(RCW 42.56)
Email Address

rick.a.maricle@gmail.com

First Name

Rick

Last Name

Maricle

Topic or Issue you are Writing About

Draft Climate Action Plan

Your Input

First, an editorial comment. The word “data” is plural, so when it is the
subject in a sentence, the verb form must also be plural. For example
“The data is. . . ” is not correct. It should be “The data are. . . “
The draft plan’s main thrust is to reduce GHG emissions (eventually to
zero), and notes that the county emits some 7.6 million tonnes of CO2
per year. However, that amount is dwarfed by the total annual worldwide
CO2 emissions of 50 billion tonnes. China last year issued construction
permits for 47 GW of coal-fired electrical generation (with another 247
GW in development). If Whatcom County eliminated its GHG emissions,
that reduction would be completely offset by the first 7 days of operation
of last year’s permitted Chinese coal plants. Note that under the Paris
climate accords, China will not have to cut GHG emissions until after
2030.
The inconvenient truth here is that even if Whatcom County eliminated its
GHG emissions, it would have no discernable effect on the climate or on
the negative trends related to climate change. It would, however, have a
major negative effect on Whatcom County’s economy. The shutdown of
the two refineries would eliminate millions of dollars’ worth of direct and
indirect jobs, and eliminate 1/3 of the county’s property tax revenue.
There would be huge added costs for replacing most of the vehicles with
electric, switching to renewable power, retrofitting homes and businesses
to all-electric heating, and upgrading the electrical infrastructure to
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handle the additional loads. The “1%” would be able to pay these
additional costs, but the rest of us would find the additional financial
burden difficult to bear. The result would likely be more poverty (from
loss of jobs and increased costs of living), more homelessness, and
more inequity.
In short, we would devastate our economy for no environmental gain.
Our GHG emissions will have a natural downward bias as people find it
within their means to reduce their carbon footprint (e.g. by switching to
renewable power currently available from Puget Sound Energy). Until the
rest of the world begins cutting their GHG emissions, we should forego
forced reductions.
Until that time, we should focus our efforts on taking steps to make our
county more climate resilient and to mitigate the negative effects of
climate change. Some of the areas to concentrate on would include
improved flood control and response, dealing with higher sea level,
improved wildfire prevention, control and response, and transitioning
agriculture to crops and practices that can thrive with higher
temperatures and changes in rainfall patterns.
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From: Tom Westergreen <tomwestergreen@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 8:26 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Climate Change Plan comments

Hi Chris,
Attached are my comments on the Plan. Thanks for attending the meeting
with some of the forest folks and taking notes. Let me know if you need any
clarification on my comments.
Tom
[Attached MS Word document re-printed starting on next page]
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Comments on the Draft Climate Action Plan
By Tom Westergreen, CF
A very comprehensive Plan the Climate Impact Advisory Committee pulled together. A lot of
work, from many sources. Casting such a wide net will make it impractical to enact all of the
strategies and actions being recommended to the County.
As a retired professional forester in the Whatcom County forest industry private sector and 4th
generation tree farmer, I would like to start with comments on the Forestry section of the Plan.
The Forestry section was surprisingly well done considering no local landowners or foresters
were consulted. Two extremely important impacts to climate change were not emphasized
enough in this section.
The first is the huge impact the 2/3 of Whatcom County controlled by the Federal government
has. As mentioned in the report, these lands have a huge amount of carbon stored in their
forests and potential to sequester even more. Unfortunately as a climate change strategy,
most of these lands are restricted from any type of management. Especially the Wilderness
designated lands, which are very vulnerable to massive wildfires. If this disaster was to happen
it would be a huge release of carbon and an extremely long recovery period. An example is
looking up at the rock cliffs above the Newhalem town park. Recovery of that area will take
many decades and very slow recover the carbon that was lost in that fire. The Glacier district
did have a very robust timber harvest program that has completely stopped since the NW
Forest Plan was enacted. Most of these previously harvested acres are now overstocked and
also very vulnerable to large wildfire events. Not only are these lands not being managed for
timber products and forest resiliency, a history of low maintenance of roads in this area adds to
water quality issues.
A strong action plan by Whatcom County would be to lobby the USFS to begin aggressive
management of these forests. Keep in mind that our own Whatcom County lands and parks,
without good forest management, are also very vulnerable to disaster size wildfires.
Also completely absent from this section was the passing of the Forest and Fish Forest Practice
Act in 2001. This LAW covers all forest practice activities on state and private lands in
Washington. It’s regulation are some of the most stringent in the country, meeting Federal
Clean Water and Endangered Species laws. It addressed logging road issues and since the law
was enacted all fish blockages and siltation problem have been addressed on private and DNR
managed forest lands. Much of this effort was paid for by the landowners. Governments in
Washington have just recently been forced to take care of their fish blockages. This law reduced
the timber land base available for harvest by over 35%, so streams and unstable areas would be
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54

Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
D. Multiple Topics

permanently protected. The Forest Practice Board oversees the regulations and an Adaptive
Management part of the law helps adjust rules if needed over time. This commitment by
private landowners is sadly overlooked by the public. The County does not need to be
concerned about regulating forestry activities on state and private lands and action 2.3 should
be removed from this plan.
Going through the Forestry section here are additional comments:
1. The third paragraph on page 108 should be reworked, since some does not apply to
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

Whatcom County.
The first goal is hard to understand for me. Not sure how the word equitable is being
used.
The three forest strategies sound good.
Strategy 1, the first paragraph should emphasize impacts of federal lands.
Third paragraph talks about carbon credits. A lot is already being done to find programs
that work best for private landowners. Whatcom County does not need their own
program, just evaluate others being tried.
Strongly disagree with rezoning Rural Forestry to Commercial Forestry and should be
removed from this document because:
> not a significant amount of acres and a HUGE private property rights grab.
> when zoning was initiated we already excepted a 20 acre minimum lot size instead
of 5 acre or 10 acre zoning like our neighbors.
> many lots already have a house and out building. Commercial zoning would not
allow any improvements to the property.
> 20 acres parcels can be managed for forestry and living on the property makes a
landowner more likely to take care of the forests.
> down zoning is very unfair to those who have held their property in forestry and
not developed. Family members may want to be involved with the land in the
future.
> when the County proposes actions like down zoning, it is a very big disincentive
for landowners to take care of their forests. Leave this in the document and you will
see landowners try to develop before the amendment is adopted.

7.
This is a good time for me to summarize small forest landowners that own forest land in
the Rural Forestry Zone and many other zones across the county. Every small landowner has
different objectives and goals for their property. Each of these properties have different kinds
of species and ages. This has created one of the most diverse collection of ecosystems across
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the landscape. That is why the Rural Forestry Zone is very diverse habitat, because of the
forest owners wide variation of management or no management. The Plan should want to
encourage; educational opportunities, County recognition and pubic acceptance for forest
landowners.
8.
Strategy 2 has many good things in it, but strongly relies on public agencies,
conservation groups and Million Tree Project. If you really want to get something accomplished
involve the private sector and their groups. For example I am fairly sure DNR and private land
owners plant over a million trees each year with out a government grant. Our local Whatcom
County Farm Forestry Association (affiliated with the Washington Farm Forestry Association)
beside providing forest education to landowners has held an annual tree seedling sale for over
60 years and distributed over 1.2 million trees to county residence. Through the American Tree
Farm System, the Washington Tree Farm Program, certifies small forest owners to the high
standards of the international Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification. Most
large land owners are SFI certified and few use FSC. Large landowners are members of
Washington Forest Protection Association or American Resource Council. You are missing out
on tons of knowledge that local foresters and landowners have. We already know how to care
for the forests and adapt.
9.
Strategy 3 has been covered by many of my comment in point 8. Using locally sourced
wood would be great, but much more complicated than saying it. This is where economic
principals come in to play and are not addressed in this plan, but should be. Helpful would be
favorable zoning regulation to allow small portable saw mills. Another forest health resource is
an annual flight and report that DNR does for the entire state.
Zoning boundaries and property lines seldom follow streams, wetlands or roads. Property line
adjustments could be used to make management and access easier for an adjacent landowner,
while possible providing more environmental protection to specific areas. Currently doing a
small lot line adjustment exchanges, that are under different zoning, is an extremely expensive
process, costing $9,000 or more. To assist rural landowners protect forest lands, propose a
Planning Dept rule change that would make small property line adjustments easier to apply for
at minimal costs.
Looking through the Forestry Appendix, I think most of my concerns have already addressed in
my comments. These suggested actions would be strengthened by incorporating many of the
comments I and others from the forestry community have made.
Here are my quick comments on the rest of the Draft Climate Action Plan. First I commend the
committee for all the work they did pulling a huge amount to literature and ideas together.
However, I find the draft strategies and actions bias and more like a template for a Progressive
Green New Deal. Lots of ideas spend someone elses money, with no economic analysis or
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consideration. It really seemed that this Plan was done in a Whatcom County “Vacuum”
without the reality of the World Wide Climate Change. I saw some figures last week that since
2015 (I may have this wrong, could have been 2005) the United States has reduced its carbon
emissions by 14% while China has increased theirs by 70%. Obviously this is bigger than just us.
Eliminating the Cherry Point refineries would be a huge hit to the Whatcom County economy.
The concept of moving toward an all electric economy is dangerous. We talk about how
important diversity is in our forest environments to make them resilient and we all embrace a
diverse society, but then why dictate no energy diversity in our power grid, transportation
sector or manufacturing. It is futile to be spending all our efforts thinking we can change the
climate and when we need to spend more resources adjusting to an ever changing world
climate.
Thank you for your consideration,
Tom Westergreen
360-966-3605
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From: WENDY HARRIS <w.harris2007@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 2:29 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Comment on climate action plan

Technology will not save us. Industrial solutions are usually part of the problem. It is
time to acknowledge who is really in charge of fixing the mess we have
made...nature. Are we able to set aside our unfounded beliefs regarding human
superiority, and the connected right that we think that this gives us over all other forms
of life, to allow nature the space it needs to do its job?
Our focus needs to be on natural climate solutions. A functional ecosystem is the
best way to achieve resiliency while promoting other ecosystem benefits and services
necessary for human existence. This approach is supported by scientists and many wellknown biologists and ecologists. I am including a link to a much more detailed
consideration of these issues. It details how and what we should do to incorporate
natural climate solutions into funded policies and programs. Solutions based on
protecting and restoring nature should always be the first means of action. I hope you
can spend some time reviewing this. It is easy to digest and summarizes the highlights
upfront.
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/Documents/PDFs/Environmental-Threats/Natural-ClimateSolutions-Policy-Platform
It is unthinkable that our discussion on climate breakdown fails to focus on our diets.
We know that with less land and less water, we need to be more efficient in our use of
natural resources. Whatcom County has an extremely large cow population, which not
only harms natural resources and critical areas, but has the largest water footprint of
anything in agriculture, and there is no second place that even comes close. Cows now
represent 2/3 of the biomass of all mammals on Earth. Why are we not discussing what
crops we grow and the need to reduce meat consumption that has been acknowledged
by the IPCC? https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02409-7.
Where are the large and bold moves that scientists tell us are needed to reverse climate
change? We are moving in the wrong direction. We need policies that are a complete
break from the ones we have been using. I believe that relying on nature, supporting
things such as the "Half Earth" solution and rewilding, and the policies regarding natural
climate solutions are the change that is needed to make effective progress.

Sincerely,
Wendy Harris
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WMTP Comments & Suggested Changes
Whatcom County Climate Action Plan Draft
July 29, 2021

Land Use Section
Page 64 states...
"Reevaluating tree regulations can protect existing canopy and ensure trees are replaced with right sized
and more climate resilient native trees. The County can also collaborate with the seven cities and private
landowners to create a network of street trees, adding trees on roads with County right of ways, and
increasing tree planting requirements and incentives for all public and private projects [our
bolding], especially transportation projects."
Page 67 states...
Key Priorities for Sustainable Land Development:...
• Promote, incentivize, or require conservation designed land use and expand tree canopy in
existing and new development areas. [our bolding] Page 156 (Appendix; Land use actions) states...
Action 1.1: Use climate resilience as a criterium for updating the Comprehensive Plan, land use codes and
building codes in rural areas. Consider building energy efficiency and density, drought-tolerant
landscaping, and maintenance of tree canopy cover.
Page 158 (Appendix; Land use actions) states...
Action 4.3: Update the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan to require 1) net ecological gain [our
bolding] as a component of land use actions (HB 1117)....
WMTP Comment/Suggestions:
The corresponding actions for this section lose the above focus and instead say "maintenance of tree
canopy cover" and the loosely defined "net ecological gain." (The footnoted House Bills don’t define net
ecological gain beyond requiring road, sewer, etc. projects for salmon recovery. There's nothing we could
find there about greater natural carbon sequestration that builds biodiversity.)
We are in twin climate and biodiversity crises. One cannot be solved without the other. We need to
not only replace trees that are cut but plant significantly more --"the right trees in the right places"
in key habitat areas and throughout city fabrics -- as a natural carbon capture method that
complements all other strategies and actions presented in this draft report.
(comment continues on next page)
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That means in new or expanded developments of all sizes (not just "large") -- and in the County's
own infrastructure projects -- permits can no longer be approved that in the past have led to
minimal cosmetic tree plantings on-site. Instead, for every tree over 4" diameter removed, County
policies should require compensative funding of several tree seedlings planted elsewhere (the seedling
quantity depending on a formula that considers the removed tree's diameter, site conditions, species and
other metrics).
That mitigation quantity can be reduced by whatever is planted on-site.
It is not a major cost burden (local costs average about $10/seedling for growth monitored success), but
collectively would help to create a net gain in natural carbon capture in our region... as well as all of
the associated benefits of cleaner air & water, cooling of heat waves, flood reduction, etc. Such
compensation funds should go into a County Tree Canopy Expansion Fund to fund significant
reforestation on County lands.
In line with the above, the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan should be updated to require not only
"net ecological gain" but also "net natural carbon capture gain" as a required component of land use
actions.
Note that the City of Vancouver, Washington has a model program to protect and expand its trees that the
County could adapt and learn from. They have strict, very specific policies about tree removal -- and
significant penalties for developers who flaunt tree-removal rules. They feature a single Public Works
staff person as a one-stop information source for questions by citizens or developers regarding
street/parks/public tree protection & maintenance. They also have an appointed Urban Forestry
Commission to advice staff and policymakers. We strongly recommend all of these be established for
Whatcom County, with a mixed rural and small-city lens.
Page 72 states...
"Forestry lands not only sequester carbon and fuel the local timber economy, but they also serve as
critical habitat for wildlife."
WMTP Comment/Suggestions:
There needs to be a clear distinction made in this report between
harvest/plantation timber forest lands and natural forests within the County.
Numerous science studies show that harvest-style tree plantings do not support critical habitat for wildlife
and are inferior in carbon sequestering value per acre -- even when a significant percentage of the
resultant wood products are sequestered long-term in furniture, buildings, etc. -- compared to protected,
mature forests. As a climate strategy, the County should...
-- not allow expansion of commercial forest lands on its holdings,
-- aggressively protect existing trees in County parks and forestlands,
-- fund significant reforestation on its acreage that has lost carbon capture ability and/or
biodiversity support due to floods, fire, land clearing, etc., and
-- encourage reforestation of its rural land holdings along community edges that were previously
forested.
Note that for reforested County parcels which become newly protected from logging for 60-100
years or perpetuity, thus ensuring additive carbon capture potential, certified carbon credits
may be attainable which long-term could more than pay back all associated project
costs to the County.
(comment continues on next page)
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Forestry Section
This chapter is dominated by a working/harvest forestry outlook. It seems to deemphasize
expanded tree-planting in protected forestlands as a viable and important natural carbon capture
strategy that complements other strategies in the report. As mentioned in our comments above,
science does NOT support harvested plantation-style forests as a better climate crisis mitigation strategy
than protected mature forests – due to the lack of biodiversity support and relatively early ~60-year
harvesting cycles.
Where are actions in this Plan for the County to dedicate funding to increase assisted reforestation
to restore and expand important forest realms -- that would NOT be planted harvest-style but
instead planted "climate smart" to best support biodiversity? The latter means...
-- Planting genetically diverse collections of native species;
-- Planting trees that are better able to thrive under future climate conditions;
-- Screening seedlings for disease resistance;
-- Wider, variable spaced seedlings to mimic natural tree regrowth post-wildfire (reducing future
fire risks);
-- Protecting seedlings in plastic shelter tubes that dramatically increase their survival rates.

Minor typo nitpicks
p.112
current wording...
The county can demonstrate and educate forest landowners by partnering with the Million Tree
Project to test ...
please revise to...
The county can demonstrate and educate forest landowners by partnering with
the Whatcom Million Trees Project to test ...
footnote 252
current wording...
Whatcom Million Trees Program, www.whatcommilliontrees.org.
please revise to...
Whatcom Million Trees Project, www.whatcommilliontrees.org
Thank you!

61

Section 1 – Comments with Suggested Revisions
D. Multiple Topics
From: Judith Culver <judithculv@hotmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 11:13 AM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Comment: Climate Action Plan

Whatcom County Council:
I live in District 5. My husband and I have been aware of the need for drastic and urgent action
to slow and prevent a climate crisis since before we moved here in 2006. We built a passive
solar, all-electric house that uses renewable energy as much as possible. We have PV panels
and a ground source heat pump which supplies all our heating needs plus excess energy being
transferred to our domestic hot water. It seemed to me that no level of government was taking
this crisis as seriously as our family was.
I congratulate you on the achievement of a unanimous and historic vote for the Cherry Point
amendments. That was a huge and important step toward reducing the 51% Industrial Point
Source GHG emissions.
Thank you for this Climate Action Plan. It was informative and very well done. Accept the
recommendations. Begin, and continue, implementation.
I totally support this Climate Action Plan. I urge full funding for this project and the earliest
appointment of the Interim Director for the Office of Climate Action. It is not an exaggeration
to say "Our world is on fire". There is no time to waste. Please move boldly and rapidly toward
the goals in this report. Many actions need to be front-end loaded so there will be time
remaining for the results to unfold. Scientists are shocked at how quickly the changes are
appearing. We need an emergency response.
I also urge you to mobilize our citizens. Our county suffers from having no unified local news
source. You need to overcome that with communication to every household. I believe
businesses, non-profits, and citizens will try their best when our government tells us what is
required of us.
For me, fifteen years has been too long to wait. Do not let dust gather on this report or under
your feet. Thank you.
Judith Culver
3390 Hidden Pond Drive
Ferndale, WA 98248
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From: Robert Kaye [mailto:rkaye@northcascadesaudubon.org]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 11:27 AM
To: Chris Elder; Satpal Sidhu
Subject: North Cascades Audubon Comments on Whatcom Climate Action Plan

Chris, sorry if you already received this letter earlier today. I just wanted to be sure it was
received and I thought it would be good to send to Satpaul as well.
Thanks
Robert Kaye
Conservation Committee Chair
North Cascades Audubon
[Attached MS Word document re-printed starting on next page]
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North Cascades Audubon Society
www.northcascadesaudubon.org
PO Box 5805 Bellingham, WA 98227
info@northcascadesaudubon.org

July 29, 2021

Mr. Chris Elder
Whatcom County Public Works
322 North Commercial Street
Bellingham, WA 98226
Climate Action Plan Comments
Chris:
I’m writing on behalf of the North Cascades Audubon Society (NCAS) to comment on
the Draft Whatcom County Climate Action Plan (hereinafter "Plan"). NCAS is a local
Washington non profit corporation which serves as the regional chapter of the national
Audubon Society covering Whatcom County.
Our mission is to promote the study and conservation of birds and other wildlife, their
habitat, and the environment in order to increase public appreciation of the values of
wildlife, plants, and the natural environment; and to stimulate action to protect and
preserve them for the future.
Overall, the Plan is a comprehensive and extremely thorough effort to address the
numerous facets in which the climate crisis is affecting every aspect of the environment
in our region. In particular, we commend the Climate Impact Advisory Committee and all
those responsible for crafting this planning document in how it addresses the need to
have climate mitigation strategies implemented in all of the actions and plans and
projects implemented by the County going forward.
While the Plan appropriately addresses many specific areas of climate change impacts
on our human population in terms of infrastructure, renewable energy, conservation
prioritized building and land use codes, reduction in the County's consumption of fossil
fuels, water resource allocation and conservation and land use decisions that take the
(comment continues on next page)
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climate crisis into consideration, our focus is on the equally essential obligation to adopt
policies and implement strategies and decisions that are designed to protect our natural
environment.
The reality of the extent of the impacts of the climate crisis on our area's natural
environment and the birds and wildlife that inhabit our area is dire. Study after study is
sounding the alarm. Bird populations are declining at startling rates. Insects populations
are also plummeting. Species extinction is a reality that goes far beyond the risks to our
local Orca populations. While it is not realistic to expect this Plan for Whatcom County
to be a solution to this global crisis, we believe that recommendations and decisions in
this Plan must place a greater emphasis on preserving and protecting what remains of
our natural environment in Whatcom County and those priorities should receive greater
emphasis in this document.
The Plan is a laudabile and necessary starting point. We strongly support the
recommendations that will result in mitigation of climate change impacts and implement
actions that restore and protect essential ecosystems. We encourage concepts that
enhance cooperation and coordination between all the County departments to achieve
these critical goals.
However, plans are only aspirational statements of good intentions unless there is a will
and an urgency by elected officials, a County staff that is motivated to implement the
recommendations, and of course the commitment to fund actual programs and projects
that address the climate crisis in meaningful ways. We urge the County to make sure
that this Plan is much more than an impressive paper exercise.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Draft Plan.
Sincerely,
/s/
Robert A. Kaye
Conservation Committee Chair
North Cascades Audubon Society
rkaye@northcascadesaudubon.org
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From: Vidana, Seth A. <savidana@cob.org>
Sent: Friday, August 6, 2021 1:16 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Cc: LaCroix, Renee S. <rlacroix@cob.org>; Fogelsong, Clare G. <cfogelsong@cob.org>; Gardner, Mark J.
<mgardner@cob.org>; Grant, Riley A. <ragrant@cob.org>
Subject: COB comments on draft WC Climate Action Plan
Chris,
Thanks for the opportunity to review the County’s draft Climate Action Plan. Congrats to you and the
County on updating this important document into such a robust planning tool.
I’ve shared the draft CAP with the members of our “Prep for Mayor’s Climate Team” group which is
composed of City department heads and other relevant staff. I’m including comments specific to the
transportation chapter (below) which you’ve already seen, and will list notes about the document,
broadly. We recognize that these comments apply to own Climate Action Plan which is lacking in many
of the same ways.
• Create area specific targets. While the CAP’s gross carbon pollution reduction goals are laudable,
targets within specific areas/sections (e.g., transportation) may prove useful with tracking
progress and implementation of the CAP. Example targets are “30% in carbon pollution in
transportation by 2030” and “50% reduction in GHG from solid waste by 2035”.
• Create objectives. It may be useful to include standard “do action X by time Y” style objectives in the
document. Example objectives include “increase biking miles traveled 30% by 2035” or “25% of
large multi-family buildings converted to all-electric water and space heating by 2040” are some
examples. While this is a heavy lift and will likely not make it into this version of the CAP, we feel
that this is a critical element for moving forward.
• Move appendix info to main body. The appendix of the document contains some easy-to-read tables
about regarding the actions for each strategy. It may be beneficial to copy or move this table
into the beginning of each chapter to give the reader a quick summary of all info contained
therein.
• Use consistent strategy names. “Strategy 1: The Need for Leadership in Greening Whatcom’s Electric
Grid” seems to be a summary of the long form of the strategy which is “1. Assert County
leadership in state legislation, regulatory matters (WUTC and Commerce), and electric utilities
operations that enables implementation of Whatcom climate strategies and facilitates a 45%
reduction in GHGs by 2030.” While a shorter form makes sense for ease of reading, there is
some concern that this will be confusing.
• Determine priority for implementation. Like our own CAP, the draft document is full of great ideas.
With limited resources, there’s time to make headway on only a handful of them every year. We
advise a process to identify which actions are estimated to result in the greatest CO2 emissions
reductions per dollar spent and will bring the best co-benefits to the County. This could provide
the basis for a prioritized list of actions within the document or a separate Implementation Plan
as we created last year for our own CAP update from 2018.
(comment continues on next page)
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• Identify responsible party. Listing who is leading on a particular initiative will allow for accountability.
This may be part of a separate Implementation Plan.
• Create a “vision” for the county. The “guiding principles” section is a great addition to the doc and
will help to assess whether future implementation is in line with the values expressed by County
staff and residents. Adding a “vision” regarding what the County will look and feel like when the
CAP is implemented in full may assist the reader in seeing what you’re aiming for.
• Science-Based Climate Targets. There is an emerging trend amongst cities and climate advocacy
organization to use Science-Based Targets for climate planning documents. Advise working with
ICLEI to assist with SBT creation for the County.
• Whatcom-Bellingham joint planning. Per Mayor Fleetwood’s recent response to Executive Sidhu
regarding a request for joint climate planning, we see several opportunities that might be
included in an additional section on potential future collaborative efforts. These include securing
a reliable source of renewable energy for our region, low-carbon
• transportation planning, land use codes that support density in urban areas, electrification of new and
existing buildings, climate resiliency planning, water resources planning, and protecting our
communities most vulnerable populations from the impacts of climate change. Please feel free
to filter this list to match where the County also sees potential planning overlap.
• Consider specific initiatives. Our own analysis showed that mandating efficiency requirements for
buildings, aiming for 100% renewables in advance of CETA, and creation a Clean Energy Fund
were seen as important to moving forward on carbon reductions. We may have missed it, but
we didn’t see anything in there along those lines.
• Use “carbon pollution” consistently. We’re starting to use the phrase “carbon pollution” vs. “carbon
emissions” to help readers and listeners frame additional carbon in the atmosphere as less
benign than “emissions”.
Again, thanks for the opportunity to comment. We recognize that some of these items are more
challenging to complete on your current timeline and may not make it into the current draft. We look
forward to working with you on this important topic, as always.
Best
Seth
Comments on the Transportation Chapter
1. It’s an excellent start, but needs more practical and applicable actions;
2. The County says that cities can subsidize the cost sidewalk construction to support
development, it should be recognized that the County can follow this path as well;
3. There’s good content on active transportation and trails, but I don’t see recommendations for
County to fund active transportation or trails;
4. Lots of talk about transit-oriented development, but this is not feasible in low-density rural
environment;
5. A County-funded Climate Officer is proposed, but all other funding mentioned is from outside
resources, which are uncertain at best. There are other local funding options for Whatcom
County, including, but not limited to:
(comment continues on next page)
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a. A sales tax-based Countywide Transportation Benefit District to help pay for road
resurfacing, active transportation, and climate-related transportation impacts;
b. Implementation of County Transportation Impact Fees to help pay for road projects and
active transportation;
c. County Conservation Fund to pay for parks and for trails, and
d. County property taxes to pay for many of the initiatives mentioned in the land use
chapter.
Seth Vidaña
Pronouns: He/him/his
Climate and Energy Manager
Public Works - Natural Resources Division
360-778-7999 | savidana@cob.org | www.cob.org/climate
104 W. Magnolia Street, Bellingham, WA 98225

Sign up at Engage Bellingham, our online venue for public feedback about key projects.

My incoming and outgoing email messages are subject to public disclosure requirements
per RCW 42.56.
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From: Vande Griend, Carryn <Carryn.VandeGriend@pse.com>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 12:56 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: PSE comment on Whatcom County Draft Climate Action Plan

Hi Chris,
Please see PSE’s attached comments on the Whatcom draft Climate Action Plan. We hope this provides
further detail on current clean energy projects and opportunities for future partnership in Whatcom
County.
Feel free to reach out if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.
Thank you,
Carryn
Carryn Vande Griend
Local Government Affairs & Public Policy
PUGET SOUND ENERGY
Carryn.VandeGriend@pse.com
Cell: (425) 530-3678
Learn about our commitment to clean energy at pse.com/TOGETHER

[Attached PDF document re-printed starting on next page]
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July 30, 2021
Chris Elder
Whatcom County Public Works
322 North Commercial St.
Bellingham, WA 98226
Dear Chris,
Puget Sound Energy, Inc. (PSE) is Washington State’s oldest and largest investor-owned energy
utility, serving over 1.5 million customers with safe and reliable energy services. PSE’s customers
include residential, commercial, and industrial customers of all sizes. We strive to be our customers’
clean energy partner of choice and we continually work with them to develop innovative ways to
serve their energy needs and their environmental goals.
At PSE, we recognize that climate change is one of the biggest existential threats facing our planet
today. As one of the largest producers of renewable energy in the Pacific Northwest, PSE has been
an early leader in addressing climate change, and investing billions in renewable resources and
energy efficiency for homes and businesses. In 2019, PSE worked closely with the Washington State
Legislature to develop the Clean Energy Transformation Act (CETA) – one of the nation’s most
aggressive electric sector emissions reduction standards. When we publicly supported that Act, we
committed to providing Washington residents with coal-free electricity by the end of 2025,
achieving net zero emissions and 80 percent carbon free electricity by 2030, and 100 percent
carbon free electricity by 2045.
Furthermore, PSE’s Beyond Net Zero Carbon pledge goes beyond our CETA commitments. We have
set out to achieve net zero emissions in our own operations by 2030, build necessary infrastructure
for transportation electrification, provide low carbon fuels for long haul trucking and marine
shipping, and invest in new ways to generate and store the energy our customers need. Most
recently, PSE supported the passage of Washington’s Climate Commitment Act, a bold cap-andinvest bill that will give our region the tools it needs to further decarbonize the energy sector. In the
past year alone, PSE increased our clean energy mix by ten percent and secured over 900 MW of
new clean energy contracts for our customers.
(comment continues on next page)
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We also know that our customers and communities are living through unprecedented times with
the COVID-19 pandemic and affordability challenges throughout the region. We have kept the wellbeing of our customers front of mind during the crisis, providing over 900 affected Whatcom
County customers with $1,258,732 in bill assistance through our COVID Bill Assistance program to
date. The funds help customers who recently became unemployed or partially unemployed due to
COVID-19. PSE also voluntarily ended customer disconnections in early March 2020 before there
was a mandate and has extended payment plans and extended bill due dates to help customers in
need.
Beyond supporting our customers through this difficult time, our mission today is deep
decarbonization and greenhouse gas emissions reduction. Our customers want clean energy and we
are committed to working together to make this a reality. As part of this commitment, we are
actively working in a number of areas, including:

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Being an early leader in addressing climate change, investing billions in renewable resources
and energy efficiency for homes and businesses;
Working with our customers to save 67 billion electric kWh and 600 million natural gas
therms through energy efficiency programs;
Implementing battery storage technology in a variety of scenarios, including the ability to
provide wind and solar energy storage, as part of our non-wires solution for capacity needs;
Serving as the largest utility producer of wind energy in the Pacific Northwest;
Innovating to modernize the grid, helping customers save money and energy while
improving reliability and reducing PSE’s carbon footprint;
Helping Washington address transportation, our state’s single largest source of GHG
emissions, by investing in electric vehicles and the development of LNG for maritime and
commercial transportation;
A long history of operating hydroelectric power projects that provide clean energy to
thousands of local homes and businesses as well as obtaining multiple power purchase
agreements for clean hydroelectric and wind power; and
Creating ground-breaking renewable energy programs like Green Direct, which provides
commercial and municipal customers the ability to purchase 100 percent of their energy
from dedicated, local, renewable energy resources.

As PSE drives towards the clean energy future, we are mindful that our success will necessitate
successful collaboration with partners. PSE is fortunate to have local leaders from Whatcom County
serve on our Equity Advisory Group and Integrated Resource Planning stakeholder group.
Through Whatcom County’s Climate Impact Advisory Committee process, it is clear that you share
many of the values that PSE and our customers hold. The draft plan contains many ideas worth
studying further that could help preserve our beautiful region for future generations to come.
Because we know that many of the draft measures if enacted will have far reaching implications
and could have unintended consequences (such as leakage, reliability or equity challenges) for
residents and PSE’s customers, we strongly implore the council to insist on thorough evaluation of
(comment continues on next page)
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these proposals before consideration for further action by the council. At a high level, the costs,
feasibility, and impacts should be closely studied to ensure that the outcomes match the intent and
there are no unforeseen impacts.
PSE looks forward to providing input as draft action items are discussed in more detail. Together,
the County and PSE can reduce emissions and keep energy reliable and affordable with a
meaningful dialogue and thoughtful plan. Please see PSE’s comments on the draft plan below:
Energy Supply
PSE is committed to carbon reduction in our energy supply – we supported the passage of multiple
state laws along these lines including the Clean Energy Transformation Act (CETA), the Climate
Commitment Act and the Clean Fuel Standard, and continually work with our regional partners to
enable greater efficiency, reliability and carbon reduction at lower cost for our customers. Given the
regional nature of our energy grid, efforts to comply with statewide legislation involve a complex
calculus of supply and demand alongside an unremitting focus on safety, reliability and costs. We
feel that this is best accomplished through working together to maximize the value of low carbon
resources across the state, region and country rather than a patchwork of different standards with
jurisdictionally limited local carbon reduction regulation. A patchwork approach can add
inefficiency, cause unintended consequences, and slow progress on something that is a far reaching
global issue. Working together with common goals and common approaches will enable efficiency,
reliability and greater carbon reduction at lower cost.
PSE welcomes participation and partnerships that align with the strategies we are continuing to
develop in coordination with our external stakeholders. These partnerships include:
•

Green Power – 8,334 Whatcom County customers match some or all of their electricity
usage with green power from the regional renewable projects (Green-e® certified)

•

Solar Choice – 1,092 Whatcom County customers match some or all of their electricity
usage with green power from small solar projects in WA and ID (Green-e® certified)

•

Net-Metering – 1,573 Whatcom County customers offset the cost of the electricity they buy
with energy generated at home – typically rooftop solar – on an annual basis.

•

Green Direct – Four Whatcom County customers (Whatcom County, City of Bellingham,
Western Washington University, Port of Bellingham) to purchase 100% of their power from
new wind and solar facilities in the state. PSE released a request for information to identify
new Green Direct projects in July 2021.

•

Community Solar – Offers customers 100% local solar energy without having to invest in or
install solar on their own rooftop. We look forward to our first Community Solar site in
Whatcom County opening to customer subscriptions in 2022.

PSE is currently developing its first Clean Energy Implementation Plan (CEIP) under CETA, a fouryear roadmap that will guide our clean electricity actions, programs and investments for the years
2022-2025. We’re partnering with our customers, community organizations, and advisory groups to
(comment continues on next page)
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develop and implement the CEIP roadmap in a way that addresses our shared clean electricity goals
and our customer needs.
Looking ahead, our clean energy roadmap includes bringing on an additional 1800 MW of utility
scale renewable resources (400 MW solar and 1400 MW wind) and 1,249 MW of distributed energy
resources to our grid by 2030 to meet our net zero targets. In June 2021, PSE issued a request for
proposals for new energy resources to meet our customers’ long-range renewable electricity needs.
We look forward to reviewing proposals from energy developers across the state, including
Whatcom County.
Distributed Resources
PSE welcomes the opportunity to collaborate with Whatcom County on development of distributed
energy resources. We have worked with customers to install more than 11,000 net metered solar
arrays, provided grants to eight Whatcom County non-profit organizations to install solar arrays on
their facilities, and are currently piloting five utility-scale battery and two micro grid installations
across the territory. Whatcom County is also home to PSE's first utility scale battery storage system,
which provides the town of Glacier with a battery-powered microgrid that reduces the number and
severity of outages while also providing primary frequency response (an important grid-support
service) to the PSE system.
PSE has also partnered with small scale energy developers through our Distributed Renewables
program. PSE currently works with three Whatcom County Dairy digesters generating 1.5 MW of
power and we are working to bring on more small-scale solar resources through Schedule 91 power
purchase agreements (resources up to 5 MWs).
In November 2021, PSE will be filing our first Distributed Energy Resources (DER) RFP to solicit
demand response, distributed solar energy resource, and distributed battery resource additions
identified in the 2021 IRP Electric Preferred Portfolio. The preferred portfolio, which balances
resource costs with customer benefits that prioritize access and equity, includes acquiring 29 MW in
demand response, 80 MW of distributed solar and 25 MW of distributed battery storage systems
between 2022 and 2025, and a total of 634 MW of distributed batteries, solar and demand
response in our service territory by 2030.
When considering the addition of distributed resources for residential, commercial, or industrial
customers PSE recommends that consideration be given to how any policies or programs are
deployed to ensure reliability for all customers, as well as equitable participation.
PSE will continue to be active in supporting and seeking distributed resources where they can best
support the needs of all of our customers.
Built Environment
PSE has a long history of providing financial incentives, education, and technical assistance to help
our residential, commercial, and industrial customers manage their energy consumption. To date,
our energy efficiency programs have cut electricity consumption by more than 24 billion kilowatt
hours— that’s more than enough to power every home and business we serve for a full year.
Our investment in energy efficiency is good for our customers and our environment and we are
committed to continuing to support cost-effective energy efficiency. We recognize that each
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customer has unique needs which we hope to address through a suite of options ranging from
appliance rebates to industrial strategic energy management. Existing programs that provide
excellent opportunities for community/utility partnerships include:
•

Residential energy efficiency rebates – Instant rebates and incentives for residential
efficiency upgrades, including heat pump home and water heating.

•

Efficiency Boost – Providing increased incentives for income-constrained customers

•

Single Family and Multi Family weatherization programs – Providing incentives to retrofit
homes to reduce energy consumption

•

Strategic Energy Management – Providing technical assistance and financial incentives to
help large customers manage their energy consumption across a portfolio of sites

•

Existing Building Commissioning – Providing financial incentives to fine-tune building
systems to maximize efficiency

•

Lighting rebates and grants – Providing financial incentives for the design and installation
of efficient lighting systems

•

Small Business Direct Install – Providing free energy assessments and low-cost/no-cost
upgrades to small businesses

•

New Construction programs – Providing technical assistance and financial incentives for
single family, multi family, and commercial new construction

•

Custom Grant programs – Providing financial incentives for custom-designed energy
efficiency projects in commercial and industrial buildings

Our programs encourage customers to go “beyond code” when choosing efficient equipment
options or designing their buildings. PSE also invests in pilot programs to test new energy saving
programs and technologies – a great opportunity for private/public partnerships. We look forward
to continuing to partner and build on these programs in the future.
Hydrogen & Low Carbon Fuels
As a founding member of the Renewable Hydrogen Alliance, PSE believes hydrogen and other lowcarbon fuels have a key role to play in decarbonizing and aiding in the transition of the nation’s
energy supply. Recently, PSE signed a joint development agreement with Mitsubishi
Power Americas, Inc. to collaborate on project development and technology solutions, including
green hydrogen storage projects, in line with PSE’s goal to become a “Beyond Net Zero Carbon”
energy company by 2045. We are currently testing these applications in our Georgetown Research
Facility for future deployment.
Transportation
PSE supports the development of electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure for customer-owned
electric vehicles. PSE launched its customer-facing electric vehicle program Up & Go Electric in 2019
and has continued to expand its electric vehicle program education, outreach and offerings. Most
recently, PSE has begun installation of an EV public charging station at the Cordata Community Co(comment continues on next page)

75

Section 2 – Comments without Suggested Revisions
A. Built Environment

op in Bellingham, with plans to add similar stations at other locations in our service territory. PSE
also supports personal charging stations and runs pilot programs to better understand the impact of
EV charging on the electric grid. As more local government fleets and individuals in Whatcom
County invest in electric vehicles, PSE is proud to partner on the infrastructure to make these
changes possible.
•

PSE’s Home Charging pilot provided 18 residential customers in Whatcom County with Level
2 EV chargers (PSE paid for 75% of the installation cost, up to $2,000, and provided the
charger).

•

PSE’s Workplace Charging pilot is providing EV chargers for eight Whatcom County
employers, including Western Washington University, St Joseph’s Hospital and Whatcom
County Civic Center.

•

PSE’s Multifamily Charging pilot is working with three multifamily housing sites in Whatcom
County to install EV charging for tenants.

•

PSE has partnered with Opportunity Council’s Home Improvement Department & Building
Performance Center in Bellingham to install EV charging infrastructure and acquire one light
duty electric fleet vehicle to be used while delivering weatherization projects to PSE served
low-income households.

•

PSE has also partnered with Opportunity Council’s Head Start Program, based out of the
East Whatcom Regional Resource Center in Maple Falls, to install EV charging infrastructure
and acquire one Type A electric school bus to support the transportation needs of incomeeligible children.

As part of PSE’s goal to be a Beyond Net Zero Carbon company by 2045, PSE will target reducing its
own carbon emissions from operations and its electric supply to net zero by 2030 and go beyond by
supporting carbon emissions reduction in other sectors such as transportation. PSE will take steps
that include:
•
•
•
•

Plan for, promote and supply sufficient and reliable electricity for one million EVs by 2050
Expand EV programs to include off-peak charging incentives and launch new pilots for
commercial and government fleet vehicles
Electrify most of PSE’s fleet vehicles by 2030 and use lower carbon fuels for fleet vehicles
that can’t be electrified and offset remaining emissions by 2030
Support transformation of transportation sector to low and net zero carbon fuels

Equity
As we drive toward a clean energy future, we must do so in a way that benefits all of the customers
and communities we serve, especially those who have not traditionally had access to or benefitted
from clean energy or have shouldered an outsized share of climate change burdens. To inform our
path forward, PSE has convened an Equity Advisory Group (EAG) to help seek perspectives from and
broaden engagement with communities we serve, including frontline communities of low-income
people and Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC). Our goal is to better understand
(comment continues on next page)
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frontline community values and priorities as we work to deliver a just and equitable clean energy
future.
Affordability for our customers has been a key focal point in our almost 150-year history and will
remain so as we proceed on this journey. As a state regulated utility, PSE is responsible for making
prudent investments for our customers at the least cost. We have strived throughout our history to
keep monthly electric bills competitive or significantly lower than neighboring public utilities.
Going forward this challenge to protect our most vulnerable and remain sustainable while pursuing
deep decarbonization will necessitate complementary energy systems to maintain both
affordability and reliability. We also need to pursue development of additional technologies that
may not yet be commercially viable at the scale needed.
Our net zero carbon aspiration is built on our confidence in this region as one of the most creative
and innovative in the world coupled with Washington State’s commitment to leadership in clean
energy. Our ability to leverage all of these, in partnership with customers representing a diversity of
interests and viewpoints, will ensure an equitable transition.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Whatcom County’s Climate Action Plan draft. We
look forward to working with you and our customers to secure a clean energy future for our region.
Sincerely,

Carryn Vande Griend
Local Government Affairs and Public Policy Manager
Puget Sound Energy
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From: sonja max <sonjamx@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 2, 2021 4:40 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Climate Action Plan

Hi Chris,
I just wanted to say the draft Climate Action Plan your committee developed is
an impressive document. It looks great. Thank you for organizing that effort.
The BPAC has put together a bicycle route map linking population centers to
each other and to schools in Whatcom County. It recommends buffered bike
lanes, protected bike lanes and separated paths depending on speed limits
and other traffic conditions. We are hoping to get that adopted into the comp
plan so active transportation may actually become an option for people in the
next several years.
sonja
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From: Carole Hanaway <carolehanaway@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2021 6:32 AM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Office of Climate Action Needed
Dear County Representatives:
Please note that an official office of Climate Action would be a powerful way to establish
credibility that we are anchored in working to improve our most beautiful environment. Such
an office would add a strong message to citizens and energy resources that positive actions
will be heard and acted upon. Climate change is our most pressing reality.
Respectfully,
Carole Hanaway
3051 Eldridge Avenue
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From: Naomi Murphy [mailto:naomiferndale@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2021 3:23 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Comment on Whatcom Co. draft Climate Action Plan

It is my belief that an Office of Climate Action is vital to carry out the county's climate agenda.
This leadership role is needed for the coordination of ideas and actions, data collecting,
communication and follow-through between the various organizations involved. Focus on
climate should be a priority at this time, with adequate funding assured for success.
Naomi Murphy
Ferndale
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From: Faye Bartlett <Faye.Bartlett.317130483@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:03 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Faye Bartlett
3382 Southbend Pl
Bellingham, WA 98226

82

Section 2 – Comments without Suggested Revisions
B. Office of Climate Action

From: Phyllis Shacter <Phyllis.Shacter.428134756@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:08 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not
perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce,
mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by
funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst
of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—
pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding
conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Phyllis Shacter
3812 Woodside Way
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: amy becke <amy.becke.281914203@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:11 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
amy becke
22 Western Ln
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Sarah Bauman <Sarah.Bauman.468293369@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:11 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Sarah Bauman
695 Chuckanut Dr N
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Jennifer Campbell <Jennifer.Campbell.395432923@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:11 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Campbell
1403 Olympic Way
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Miriam Margulies <Miriam.Margulies.317411742@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:14 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Miriam Margulies
3145 Chandler Pkwy
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Tran Phung <Tran.Phung.460695497@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:23 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Tran Phung
711 Donovan Ave
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Michelle Metzler <Michelle.Metzler.468293855@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:25 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Michelle Metzler
909 Liberty St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Licia Sahagun <Licia.Sahagun.468294494@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:33 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Licia Sahagun
1015 Girard St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Emily Wynne <Emily.Wynne.396190075@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:36 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Emily Wynne
1748 Electric Ave
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Jonathan Scanlon <Jonathan.Scanlon.268715894@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:40 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Jonathan Scanlon
2314 Jaeger St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Judith Fey <Judith.Fey.425657245@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:41 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—I urge you to pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in
August and start funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Judith Fey
22 Marigold Dr
Bellingham, WA 98229

93

Section 2 – Comments without Suggested Revisions
B. Office of Climate Action

From: Wendy Eakle <Wendy.Eakle.267140758@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:51 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Wendy Eakle
5330 Bellaire Dr
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Jackie Brown <Jackie.Brown.283541881@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 4:56 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Jackie Brown
2721 Walnut St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Denise Weeks <Denise.Weeks.279874940@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 5:04 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Denise Weeks
819 40th St
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Emmy Paget <Emmy.Paget.468295970@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 5:07 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am the mother of 3 young children and the recent heat waves have really made the
urgency of the climate crisis real. I want my children to have a future that is not
terrifying!
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now!
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Emmy Paget
3612 Fraser St
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Jan Mustain <Jan.Mustain.300295128@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 5:07 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Jan Mustain
1104 E Maplewood Ave
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Robert Kaye <Robert.Kaye.283361845@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 5:10 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Robert Kaye
6915 Holeman Ave
Blaine, WA 98230
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From: Elizabeth Newberg <Elizabeth.Newberg.330594718@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 5:21 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
I live at the base of Sehome Hill Arboretum and spend a lot of time up on the hill. This
summer drought has made me keenly aware of how dry the understory is and how
thirsty the trees are - and that if this hill caught on fire, all the houses around here would
be impacted. I really want to see our communities and country wake up to the fact
climate change is here and we need to act to ameliorate the worst of it. Please read the
Action Plan and use your smarts to come up with ways we can act here locally to make
changes.
Thank you for being you and serving us all
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Newberg
911 Key St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Janis Olson <Janis.Olson.450729373@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 5:32 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Janis Olson
1197 Chuckanut Dr
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: David Laws <David.Laws.267148471@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 5:46 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
David Laws
1718 Valencia St
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: B Davidson <B.Davidson.267164644@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 5:55 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
B Davidson
806 17th St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Deborah Kaye <Deborah.Kaye.267271159@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 5:56 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Deborah Kaye
6915 Holeman Ave
Blaine, WA 98230
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From: Katherine Tiernan <Katherine.Tiernan.462194022@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 6:29 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Katherine Tiernan
2215 A St Apt 2
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Dean Wight <Dean.Wight.424476562@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 6:33 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Dean Wight
1306 Toledo St
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Tina McKim <Tina.McKim.267176740@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 6:40 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Tina McKim
2333 Humboldt St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Janice Claussen <Janice.Claussen.423718726@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 6:56 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Janice Claussen
3115 Squalicum Pkwy
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: James Scarborough <James.Scarborough.267169289@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 7:05 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
Hot enough for ya?
I'm writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to quickly determine
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While imperfect, the
plan's important details are centered around the specific actions for Whatcom County to
reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent
steps by generously funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing conversations need
to take place immediately.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing severe climate impacts and have been for the last several years.
Greater difficulties, perhaps even unimagined events, are no doubt in our near future.
Please do not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August
and then work toward full funding.
Sincerely,
James Scarborough
2815 Kulshan St
Bellingham, WA 98225

109

Section 2 – Comments without Suggested Revisions
B. Office of Climate Action

From: Michael Sennett <Michael.Sennett.270461992@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 7:27 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Michael Sennett
3012 Haggin St
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Diane Sue <Diane.Sue.328287307@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 7:40 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Diane Sue
655 Clark Rd
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: William Young <William.Young.283480573@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 7:51 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
William Young
4421 E Oregon St
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Beth Brownfield <Beth.Brownfield.468302340@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 7:52 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
What is not urgent about this issue that it not be funded adequately to make a
difference. WE HAVE NO WIGGLE ROOM IN WHAT CLIMATE CHANGE is BRINGING
NOW. I urgently support this Climate Action Plan.
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Beth Brownfield
3820 Fielding Ave
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Lynn Graham <Lynn.Graham.283352395@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 7:56 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Lynn Graham
358 S Garden St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Matthew Messmer <Matthew.Messmer.398915960@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 8:14 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Matthew Messmer
1347 Roma Rd
Bellingham, WA 98226

115

Section 2 – Comments without Suggested Revisions
B. Office of Climate Action

From: Kathryn Allen <Kathryn.Allen.390228105@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 8:45 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Kathryn Allen
1213 Birch Falls Dr
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Janet Higbee-Robinson [mailto:Janet.HigbeeRobinson.276030156@p2a.co]
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 8:48 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Janet Higbee-Robinson
2078 Wildflower Way
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Josh Shupack [mailto:Josh.Shupack.462167671@p2a.co]
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 8:53 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Josh Shupack
2497 Autumnwood Ct
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Pam Borso [mailto:Pam.Borso.267138940@p2a.co]
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 8:57 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Pam Borso
7632 Portal Way
Custer, WA 98240
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From: Terri Wilde [mailto:Terri.Wilde.322786723@p2a.co]
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 9:10 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Terri Wilde
901 22nd St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: David Ketter [mailto:David.Ketter.267941083@p2a.co]
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 9:47 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
David Ketter
4294 King Ave
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Elizabeth Allen [mailto:Elizabeth.Allen.468309983@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 2:48 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Allen
3946 Cliffside Dr
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Karen Nielsen [mailto:Karen.Nielsen.468310945@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 3:53 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Karen Nielsen
6771 Woodlyn Rd
Ferndale, WA 98248
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From: Deborah Cruz [mailto:Deborah.Cruz.323582179@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 7:37 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
Thank you to all of you who are taking this seriously. We have along ways to go to
grapple with the recent and forthcoming changes to our home, but this is a start to
protect our land and waters.
I urgently support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on some of the specific actions
for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Additional
details to be gathered at a later point in time will be those around our marine
ecosystems and the impacts of our shoreline industries and activities. However,
Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps now, by funding the Office of Climate
Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
We need something in place to be watching and responding to climate events that will
have an adverse impact on our land, water, wildlife and human communities. Whatcom
County cannot wait as we are in the midst of experiencing climate impacts and have
been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it
comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Deborah Cruz
1454 Willeys Lake Rd
Ferndale, WA 98248
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From: Gail Warren [mailto:Gail.Warren.322796010@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 8:01 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Gail Warren
4347 Fuchsia Dr Unit 104
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Grace Schackel [mailto:Grace.Schackel.468353137@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 8:03 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Grace Schackel
801 40th St
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Ken Hardesty [mailto:Ken.Hardesty.468353353@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 8:07 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Ken Hardesty
5428 Blue Sky Way
Ferndale, WA 98248
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From: Kirsten McDade [mailto:Kirsten.McDade.276093148@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 8:17 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Kirsten McDade
837 Spieden Ln
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: james hipp [mailto:james.hipp.276046726@p2a.co]
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 10:25 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
james hipp
609 Rosette Ct
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Jan Cavitt [mailto:Jan.Cavitt.468541471@p2a.co]
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 1:00 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Jan Cavitt
1011 Bancroft St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Andrew Reding [mailto:Andrew.Reding.283815643@p2a.co]
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 2:05 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Andrew Reding
1522 Grant St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Frances Allen [mailto:Frances.Allen.425847488@p2a.co]
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 1:46 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Frances Allen
700 Gladstone St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Kevin Leja [mailto:Kevin.Leja.322920480@p2a.co]
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 1:43 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Kevin Leja
4396 Saddlestone Dr
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Corey Havens [mailto:Corey.Havens.283363159@p2a.co]
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 10:51 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Corey Havens
1201 E Maple St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Debra Parelskin [mailto:Debra.Parelskin.467968389@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 10:33 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Debra Parelskin
3251 N Shore Rd
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Dana Crediford [mailto:Dana.Crediford.331747537@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 9:30 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Dana Crediford
4005 Aldergrove Rd
Ferndale, WA 98248
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From: Pam Graham [mailto:Pam.Graham.461391268@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 8:10 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Pam Graham
317 N State St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Judith Kasper [mailto:Judith.Kasper.468085504@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 5:53 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Judith Kasper
1223 Northshore Dr
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Jamie Donaldson [mailto:Jamie.Donaldson.267538991@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 4:26 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Jamie Donaldson
1133 13th St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Mary Rivkin [mailto:Mary.Rivkin.395400081@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 4:24 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Mary Rivkin
1201 13th St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Robert Grumbine [mailto:Robert.Grumbine.468419657@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 2:44 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the county's draft Climate Action Plan and urge you all to pass the
plan and begin conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the
plan. While the plan is not perfect, it contains important details on specific actions for Whatcom
County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift,
urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place
now so that hiring may proceed asap.
We are already behind the timeline for action recommended in this draft plan. And we are
already experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—
pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes up for a vote in August. Please start
funding/implementation conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely, Ed Grumbine, PhD.
Sincerely,
Robert Grumbine
1801 18th St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Sonja Hinz [mailto:Sonja.Hinz.267137699@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 2:25 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Sonja Hinz
2823 Birchwood Ave
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: David Henry [mailto:David.Henry.322900662@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 2:01 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
David Henry
4613 Willis St
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: David Moody [mailto:David.Moody.468409874@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 1:09 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
David Moody
1100 11th St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Anja Semanco [mailto:Anja.Semanco.421388644@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 12:55 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Anja Semanco
1111 N Forest St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Brett Baunton [mailto:Brett.Baunton.317999796@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 12:22 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Brett Baunton
3017 Alderwood Ave
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: julianna guy [mailto:julianna.guy.468402637@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 11:54 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
julianna guy
4559 El Dorado Way
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Stephanie Trasoff [mailto:Stephanie.Trasoff.300284887@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 11:32 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Stephanie Trasoff
2447 Crestline St
Ferndale, WA 98248
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From: Rose Edington [mailto:Rose.Edington.468396653@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 11:03 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Rose Edington
2154 28th St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Shannon Wright [mailto:Shannon.Wright.278133240@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 10:40 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Shannon Wright
210 Sea Pines Rd
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Mary Brunt [mailto:Mary.Brunt.468391793@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 10:30 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Mary Brunt
4559 El Dorado Way
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Ellen Berning [mailto:Ellen.Berning.468595904@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 9:02 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Ellen Berning
1218 W Racine St
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Daveen Jones [mailto:Daveen.Jones.422465485@p2a.co]
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 10:54 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Daveen Jones
205 Jerome St
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Ruth Higgins [mailto:Ruth.Higgins.468567770@p2a.co]
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 8:23 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While I trust you to do the
right thing for Whatcom County residents, I feel a little encouragement never hurt a cause.
While the current plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take
swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take
place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Ruth Higgins
7567 Morrison Ave
Blaine, WA 98230
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From: John Primrose [mailto:John.Primrose.267178351@p2a.co]
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 8:19 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
John Primrose
2834 Michigan St
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Noreen Fujita-Sacco [mailto:Noreen.FujitaSacco.276017412@p2a.co]
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 8:05 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Noreen Fujita-Sacco
22 Fairway Ln
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Marilyn Flint [mailto:Marilyn.Flint.322790728@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 10:21 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Marilyn Flint
4915 Samish Way
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Carlos Morales [mailto:Carlos.Morales.279658021@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 10:44 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Carlos Morales
2539 James St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Mallorey Roe [mailto:Mallorey.Roe.468604228@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 10:48 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Mallorey Roe
1924 18th St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Stephen Bailey [mailto:Stephen.Bailey.267138373@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 10:50 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Stephen Bailey
4778 Edward Dr
Deming, WA 98244
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From: Warren Sheay [mailto:Warren.Sheay.267144222@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 10:50 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Warren Sheay
1453 Humboldt St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Shirley King [mailto:Shirley.King.468604840@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 10:58 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Shirley King
5009 Samish Way
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Vicki Roy [mailto:Vicki.Roy.468055183@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 11:04 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Vicki Roy
2505 Park St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Michael Haberman [mailto:mikefred58@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 11:08 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Office of Climate Action

Hello,
The purpose of this message is to give support to creating an Office of Climate Action in
Whatcom County. The urgent need for all of us to act to reduce the terrifying effects of climate
change have never been more apparent. We need individuals and all levels of government to
make this a priority. I appreciate the work that has been done to date, and I'm hopeful this can
continue and accelerate. Creating an Office of Climate Action would be consistent with that aim.
Thanks for your consideration.
Mike Haberman
2612 H St, Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Brooks Anderson [mailto:Brooks.Anderson.275996336@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 11:13 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Brooks Anderson
905 Wilson Ave
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Shirley osterhaus [mailto:Shirley.osterhaus.267136186@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 11:17 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Shirley osterhaus
2215 Franklin St
Bellingham, WA 98225

166

Section 2 – Comments without Suggested Revisions
B. Office of Climate Action

From: Sara Airoldi [mailto:Sara.Airoldi.283527391@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 11:22 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Sara Airoldi
3603 Cody Ave
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Kim Schuster [mailto:Kim.Schuster.468608701@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 11:32 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Kim Schuster
2202 Fielding Ct
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: William Johnson [mailto:William.Johnson.436091764@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 12:00 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
William Johnson
490 S State St
Bellingham, WA 98225

169

Section 2 – Comments without Suggested Revisions
B. Office of Climate Action

From: Pearl Follett [mailto:Pearl.Follett.300281682@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 12:02 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin conversations on
how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect,
the important details are on the specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and
adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of
Climate Action. Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the midst of
experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do not delay—pass the
Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start funding conversations in the
meantime.
Sincerely,
Pearl Follett
2605 Lakeridge Ln
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Kathleen Helton [mailto:kathleen.helton3@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 12:17 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Establish Office of Climate Action!

Hello, my name is Kathleen Foley Helton, and I am a community member in Bellingham. I am
writing this email to express my support for the creation of the Office of Climate Action. The
climate crisis is happening NOW, and we are very much experiencing it's impacts here in
Whatcom County. With the recent heatwave, current drought, and threat of disastrous wildfires,
it is extremely imperative that we create this office to create change, take action, and build
climate resiliency as we mitigate this crisis. As a member of the community, and as a global
citizen, I strongly support the initiative to create the Office of Climate Action, and to take all
steps neccesary to address the climate crisis.
Thank you for reading,
-Kathleen Foley Helton
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From: James Loucky [mailto:James.Loucky.394097107@p2a.co]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 1:43 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
James Loucky
1218 Woburn St
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Lise Grace <Lise.Grace.267136744@p2a.co>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 9:52 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Lise Grace
2501 Lynn St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Liisa Wale <Liisa.Wale.267141847@p2a.co>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 9:49 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Liisa Wale
213 Jerome St
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Marian Volpe <Marian.Volpe.468677282@p2a.co>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 9:16 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Marian Volpe
PO Box 864
Bellingham, WA 98227
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From: Daimon Sweeney <Daimon.Sweeney.317330030@p2a.co>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 7:07 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you to find funding for the Office of
Climate Action as called for in the plan.
Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action.
Financing conversations need to take place now.
Please do not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August
and start funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Daimon Sweeney
1050 Larrabee Ave
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Monica Aebly <Monica.Aebly.282072261@p2a.co>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 6:57 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Monica Aebly
4700 Spring Brook St
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Joe Wiederhold <Joe.Wiederhold.267137284@p2a.co>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 3:56 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Joe Wiederhold
1405 Edwards St
Bellingham, WA 98229

178

Section 2 – Comments without Suggested Revisions
B. Office of Climate Action

From: Jude Green <Jude.Green.267147995@p2a.co>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 12:25 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Jude Green
2824 Ellis St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Dena Jensen <Dena.Jensen.267501630@p2a.co>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 9:53 AM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Dena Jensen
7446 Seashell Way
Blaine, WA 98230
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From: Sadie Green <Sadie.Green.468723109@p2a.co>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 9:39 AM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Sadie Green
2824 Ellis St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Libby Hazen <Libby.Hazen.267141252@p2a.co>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 1:10 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
Today, as the temperature climbs again into the highly uncomfortable range, I am
writing in support of the Climate Action Plan. It is increasingly obvious that we must
address the problems of climate changes locally as well as nationally. You have a
unique opportunity to address the prob1lem and benefit both present and future
residents
I urge you all to begin conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as
called for in the plan. While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the
specific actions for Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts.
Whatcom County can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action.
Financing conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Libby Hazen
1116 Bayside Pl
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Jeremiah Schwartz <Jeremiah.Schwartz.468762322@p2a.co>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 1:52 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Jeremiah Schwartz
3745 Canterbury Ln Apt 92
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Anna Schorr <Anna.Schorr.468763330@p2a.co>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 2:01 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Anna Schorr
4620 Totem Trail
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Christopher Loar <Christopher.Loar.468765563@p2a.co>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 2:25 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Christopher Loar
501 Ridgeway Dr
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Hannah Carpenter <Hannah.Carpenter.468841324@p2a.co>
Sent: Saturday, July 31, 2021 1:00 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Hannah Carpenter
808 21st St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Jennifer Sue <Jennifer.Sue.439279718@p2a.co>
Sent: Sunday, August 1, 2021 7:07 AM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Sue
655 Clark Rd
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Susan Tommervik <Susan.Tommervik.468880646@p2a.co>
Sent: Sunday, August 1, 2021 8:35 AM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Susan Tommervik
6080 Hoff Cir
Everson, WA 98247
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From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 5:02 PM
To: Jill Nixon <JNixon@co.whatcom.wa.us>; Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Community Input to Climate Impact Advisory Committee

Community Input to Climate Impact Advisory Committee
Community Input
Thank you for adding your voice to the Climate Impact Advisory Committee
process. This form is used to gather community input. You can also contact
Advisory Committee at CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us NOTICE: All responses are
public records and may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act
(RCW 42.56)
Email Address

gowalk2865@gmail.com

First Name

Nicole

Last Name

walker

Topic or Issue you are Writing About

Whatcom County Climate
Impact Advisory Committee

Your Input

Please put the environment
first, we will not have jobs if
we can't live here.
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From: Meg Metzger <megmetz@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 8:18 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Climate action

Great plan! So thorough☺.
Do the City buses need to run this frequently? They go down 11th through Fairhaven at least 10
or 12 times a day with no one on them.
Can there be some kind of county shuttle to the airport that times with the Alaska and Allegiant
(& soon southwest flights) flights from either the Fairhaven ferry terminal and/or Lakeway Fred
Meyer?
Thanks,
Meg
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From: Cynthia Mitchell [mailto:cynthiakmitchell@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 11:05 AM
To: Chris Elder
Cc: Ellyn Murphy
Subject: DRAFT PLAN

Good morning Chris, and Ellyn,
WOW WOW WOW!
What an amazing document , Ellyn, and all.
My hat off to you.
Not one change I could come up with.
Cynthia
-Cynthia Mitchell
1-775-848-6798
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From: Brian Mulligan <mulliganbj@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 1:48 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Whatcom Climate Action Plan draft
Hello,
I can’t say it any better than the report authors did - “ to succeed, the County will need
to devote substantial resources now to avoid much higher climate-related costs down
the road.”
I wholeheartedly support devoting substantial resources NOW to minimize, to the extent
we can, the effects of climate change on Whatcom County.
Thanks to all who volunteered their time and energy to get us this far. Let’s do this!
Be well.
Brian Mulligan
360-715-1969
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From: Seth Norman <Seth.Norman.468298238@p2a.co>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 6:04 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan

Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
I remember writing letters like this while trying to save favorite forests in AZ and CA.
On occasion I visit those smoldering wastelands. Places we could never imagine so
reduced.
Can now. And watching you allow building in places like the Padden Creek watershed,
I’m hoping that officials who fail Whatcom County will live long enough to see their
children change their names.
So, below:
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Seth Norman
50 Grand View Ln
Bellingham, WA 98229
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From: Sandy Lawrence [mailto:Sandy.Lawrence.267182446@p2a.co]
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 5:52 PM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Support and fund the Climate Action Plan
Mr. Elder, Executive Sidhu, and Councilmembers,
The data from the fifth assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, the AR5 of the IPCC, plus information from the 2018 IPCC special report on
limiting the planet to 1.5ºC and multiple other papers in peer-reviewed journals such as
Science and Nature Climate Change all make the situation crystal clear. If we continue
on with business as usual with blinders on then we will end up with 6-7 feet of sea level
rise by the end of the century, with an estimated 10 percent chance of 8 feet.
I am writing in support of the Climate Action Plan and urge you all to begin
conversations on how to fund the Office of Climate Action as called for in the plan.
While the plan is not perfect, the important details are on the specific actions for
Whatcom County to reduce, mitigate, and adapt to climate impacts. Whatcom County
can take swift, urgent steps by funding the Office of Climate Action. Financing
conversations need to take place now.
Farms, fish, wildlife, and the people of Whatcom County cannot wait as we are in the
midst of experiencing climate impacts and have been for the last few years. Please do
not delay—pass the Climate Action Plan when it comes before you in August and start
funding conversations in the meantime.
Sincerely,
Sandy Lawrence
5780 Schickler Ln
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Susan Mulligan [mailto:smulligan917@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 11:01 AM
To: Chris Elder
Subject: Climate Action Plan

Members of Whatcom County’s Climate Impact Advisory Committee,
Thank you for your service to our community, and for the opportunity to provide input on this
essential planning process.
As a long time resident of Whatcom County, I am keenly invested in swift and bold action on
climate change. Enough of delay and half measures. Let’s collaborate on bold action that centers
the needs of our most vulnerable. I want a better climate for my four young grandchildren and
generations to come. We owe it to the children. They will be our future.
I am encouraged to see an analysis of vulnerability to climate impacts, including racism, poverty,
age and illness. I also support your emphasis on collaboration with partners and system level
solutions. And since we’ve all seen extensive work go into thoughtful plans which end up collecting
dust on the shelf, I fully support the proposed Office of Climate Action, with clear, measurable,
actionable goals and accountability to ambitious timelines. Please openly share data so the
community can contribute to monitoring and accelerating progress.
Thank you,
Susan Mullilgan
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From: Maureen Cleveland <maureenvrh@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 1:56 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Office of Climate Action
It is long overdue and frankly imperative that the county creates an Office of Climate
Action. We need to have a person or group of dedicated people to collect data and
oversee what is happening in our county and state, as well as our BC neighbor to the
north to aggressively mitigate the impacts of climate change. We need to have a
specific office to go to that has current data and resources to assist our communities
and advise our communities of how we can work together to get better outcomes and
hopefully qualify for grants and Federal programs.
Humans can write emails but the fish and birds and bats and deer and bear cannot.
Please let us have the Office of Climate Action become a reality.
Maureen Cleveland
Deming
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From: Kevin Covey <kevincovey@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 7:11 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Whatcom needs an Office of Climate Action!
Dear Mr. Elder,
I am writing to express my strong support for the Climate Impact Advisory Committee's
recommendation that Whatcom County establish an Office of Climate Action.
Sadly, Whatcom County is already facing numerous severe impacts of climate change:
* weeks of unhealthy air quality due to wildfire smoke over the past several summers;
* last month's remarkable heat wave, causing devastating losses for our berry
farmers and shellfish farms, much less the tragic loss of life among our neighbors
(and a second wave on its way already);
* the unprecedented 108 day absence of the Southern resident orcas from the Salish
Sea, likely due to collapsing salmon runs as a result of warmer waters and lower flows
in local rivers;
These climate impacts are creating hardships for Whatcom residents now, not in some
distant future (though things will only get worse, as longer term problems like sea level
rise, flooding and changes in winter precipitation and snowpack increasingly impact our
region as well).
In the face of these existential threats, it is critical that our County government establish
a dedicated Office of Climate Action to coordinate the County's efforts to transition in an
urgent but humane and economically feasible manner to a low-carbon economy,
increase our resilience to remaining climate impacts, and engage our County's diverse
stakeholders to accelerate non-governmental action to manage this transition,
mitigation, and adaptation effort.
The Climate Action Plan is an impressive, substantial roadmap for our County to follow
as we set out on this transformational effort; please respect the Climate Impact Advisory
Committee's wisdom and dedication in compiling this report by following their critical
recommendation to establish an Office of Climate Action in the County's governmental
structure.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Kevin Covey
1512 Humboldt Street
Bellingham WA 98225
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From: groundswellbham@gmail.com <groundswellbham@gmail.com> on behalf of Aaron
Silverberg <coachajs@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 11:10 AM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: yes a climate action committee is needed
Dear Whatcom County Officials,
The constant summer fires, the droughts, the loss of many species,
the list is long and painful - the burning of fossil fuels along with other greenhouse
gases
like methane (largely from feedlots) is continuing to increase the heating of the Earth
and threatens monumental damage if we don't take action now!
So please organize a climate action committee right away and let's get going on
reducing our country's carbon footprint pronto!
Thank you very much!,
Aaron Silverberg & Janette Rosebrook
1700 W. North St.
Bellingham WA 98225
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From: Jayne Freudenberger <jayne.freudenberger7@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 10:31 PM
To: Chris Elder <CElder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: Climate Action Plan
Reading the draft of the Climate Action Plan for Whatcom County should be a wake-up
call for everyone. No matter what category you are interested in the paper is an action
that should be taken to mitigate the GHG emissions that are causing horrendous
damage to our health, our salmon fisheries, our agriculture, the air we breathe, and the
water we drink. I urge the Council to adopt the plan in its entirety--which includes hiring
someone to head the implementation of rules to mitigate the coming disaster that we
got a taste of in late June with the heat bomb.
Thank You, Jayne Freudenberger
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