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NOOKSACK RIVER, FLOOD RESPONSE STATUS NOV. 27
Local, state support on site as river rises

WHATCOM COUNTY, WA - As rain continues to fall and the Nooksack River rises, support and response
resources are working to mitigate damage and protect those who may be impacted by flooding.
As of midday Saturday, Nov. 27, the river is still predicted to crest in the moderate flood range. There is
uncertainty with how changes to the river channel and damages to the levee system may impact the
flooding that results from this storm. Comparing data from past storms to what is predicted, the
upcoming storm system appears similar to what occurred during the 2020 “Superbowl Flood.” Impacts
could include levee overtopping at Main Street in Everson Sunday morning. Water may then move
downstream to Sumas and across the border to Canada.
Flows on the north side of the river near Lynden will be higher than typically experienced during a flood of
this magnitude because of a levee breach upstream of Hannegan Road. The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
is working to repair levee systems today, including the levee upstream from the Everson Bridge and a
levee breech near Ferndale that they hope to complete today. However, even with repairs, the levee
system has been stressed and could be vulnerable in the next storm event.
Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue, along with U.S. Border Patrol Search and Rescue,
local fire district personnel and approximately 30 members of the Washington State National Guard, are
at work in response. The Guard is staging to assist local agencies with sandbagging, transportation of
supplies, and providing support to Nooksack, Sumas, and Everson. In addition to preparing and
distributing sandbags, responders are monitoring and barricading flooded roads, and staging for water
rescues if needed. Border Patrol units will be working to keep traffic off flooded or flood-damaged county
roads.
Sandbags provided by Whatcom County Public Works are available in Sumas and Everson at:
• 605 Robinson Street, Everson
• 143 Columbia Street, Sumas
(con’t)
The Whatcom County Sheriff's Office is located at 311 Grand Avenue in Bellingham, Washington.
Office Hours are Monday – Friday, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Those living in unincorporated areas of Whatcom County who need sandbags may get them at either
location or phone your closest municipality for instruction on how to get sandbags.
Reminders:
• Call 911 to report any flood-related emergencies or if you believe a landslide has occurred or is
occurring.
• Respect all Road Closed signs. Driving on roads with standing water, even if they are not marked as
“closed” could still be dangerous.
• Follow trusted sources of information such as: www.whatcomcounty.us/flood; Whatcom County
Sheriff’s Office Facebook page; official webpages and social media pages for cities including Ferndale,
Lynden, Sumas, Everson; County Public Works road closures and restrictions webpage; WSDOT road
impacts map; and National Weather Service local area forecast.
• To report flood-related damage, call 360-788-5311 or use the online damage assessment form at
www.whatcomcounty.us/damageform;
• Utilize the Flood Call Center - (360) 788-5303 – staffed 8am-5pm daily, including Spanish language staff
(Monday-Friday) - for information on resources like shelters, food, debris drop-off sites, and sandbag
locations.
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