Incarceration Prevention and Reduction Task Force
Legal and Justice Systems Committee
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., February 8, 2022, Remote-only virtual meeting
If you require special assistance to participate, please contact the County Council Office at least 96 hours in advance.

Link to join Zoom Webinar:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82056284848?pwd=ajR6U2JqV0xLM3BHQmI0ZnpQTXRQQT09
Attendees will join the Zoom Webinar without audio or video controls. Webinar Host will invite attendees to speak
at the appropriate time during the meeting
• Link to join meeting
• Call in phone number: (253) 215-8782
• Webinar ID: 820 5628 4848
• Password: 17783

AGENDA
Land Acknowledgement Statement: Before we begin, we acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional and
unceded territory of the Lummi, Nooksack, Samish and Semiahmoo People who have cared for and tended this land
since time immemorial. Truth and acknowledgment are critical to building mutual respect and connection across all
barriers of heritage and difference. We begin this effort to acknowledge what has been buried by honoring the truth.
We pay respect to their elders past and present. Please take a moment to consider the many legacies of violence,
displacement, migration, and settlement that bring us together here today. And please join us in uncovering such
truths at any and all public events.
Packet Pages
(No packet)
1. Call to Order
2. Current jail use statistics and restrictions (held from January meeting) ......................................................... N/A
Update/Wendy Jones & Caleb Erickson
3. Reentry Services (continued from January meeting) ........................................................................................ N/A
Discussion
4. Competency and restoration (continued from January meeting) .................................................................... N/A
Discussion
5. Regular meeting length for 2022 (held from January meeting) ....................................................................... N/A
Discussion
6.

Other Business

7.

Public Comment
1.
2.
3.
4.

8.

If you would like to speak, virtually “raise your hand.”
a. Online: select the Raise Hand icon
b. Phone: Press *9
When called upon to speak, unmute your microphone. Inform the Webinar Host if you would like to enable your
video during your comments.
Please state your full name for the record.
Staff will disable your microphone when you are done speaking.

Adjourn
Meeting summary of the previous meeting is included at the end of the packet for information only. Committee members
may suggest changes and/or corrections to the draft summary to jnixon@co.whatcom.wa.us. Audio recordings are the
official meeting record and can be found on the IPRTF and committee website.

Upcoming Meetings
Visit the Task Force website meeting calendar for the most up-to-date meeting schedule
At this time, all meetings are held via remote-only Zoom Webinar
IPR TASK FORCE
Monthly
2nd or 3rd Monday
9-11 AM

February 14
March 21
April 18
May 16
June 13
July 18
August 15
September 19
October 17
November 14
December 19

COMMITTEES
BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH
Monthly
3rd Tuesday
9:00-10:30 AM

LEGAL & JUSTICE
SYSTEMS
Monthly
2nd Tuesday
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM

CRISIS
STABILIZATION
FACILITY
Quarterly, 3rd
Thursday
9:30-11:00 AM

INDEX
Bi-monthly
1st Thursday
1:30-3:00 PM

STEERING
Monthly
Various
Thursdays
11:00 AM 12:30 PM

February 15
March 15 (11:301:00)
April 19
May 17
June 14*(11:301:00)
July 19
August 16
September 20
(11:30-1:00)
October 18
November 15
December 13*
(11:30-1:00)

March 15*
April 12
May 10
June 14
July 12
August 9
September 20*
October 11
November 8
December 13

April 21
July 21
October 20

April 7
June 2
August 4
October 6
December 1

March 10
April 7
May 5
June 2
July 7
August 4
September 8
October 6
November 3
December 8

Incarceration Prevention and Reduction Task Force: Legal and Justice Systems Committee
Meeting Summary for January 11, 2022
Agenda item links to YouTube video are functional at the time this meeting summary was created, however, YouTube links may change. Links in this
document will not be updated. Please refer to the time notation on each agenda item.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. Call to Order
Committee Chair Raylene King called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. The meeting was held via remoteonly Zoom Webinar.
Members Present: Bill Elfo, Arlene Feld, David Freeman, Stephen Gockley, Deborah Hawley, Raylene
King, Jackie Mitchell, Donnell Tanksley, and Maia Vanyo
Members Absent: Darlene Peterson, Eric Richey, Flo Simon, and Bruce Van Glubt
2. Current jail use statistics and restrictions
This item was not discussed because the planned presenter was not able to attend. Item will be
rescheduled to a future meeting.
3. Competency and restoration (00:02:54)
King asked members for their ideas on what the committee can do to help solve some of the problems
surrounding competency and restoration issues.
•
•

•

•

•
•

•
•

Committee members discussed the issue of jail inmates waiting months for competency
evaluations and then waiting again between competency evaluations and treatments.
King suggested the idea of doing evaluations in groups on a designated day each month or every
couple of weeks. Vanyo added that that has been done in the past and her office tries to contact
all their clients to get them in for their evaluations.
Vanyo stated that this is a well-documented problem, there is a class-action law suit regarding
this issue, and they still have clients who remain in jail even though they are not competent and
have not had an evaluation or treatment. She said that she does not think there is anything the
committee can do about this issue.
King brought up transportation issues surrounding getting individuals who are not in custody to
their evaluations. Committee members also acknowledged other barriers to getting individuals
to their evaluations.
Committee members discussed what was happening on the state level surrounding the issue.
Committee members discussed developing a list of concerns they have, including the fact that
there is often a dual diagnosis creating questions of which court, drug court or mental health
court, is more appropriate.
Hawley recounted her son’s experience with evaluation at Western State.
Vanyo described where evaluations and treatments take place. She explained that evaluation
can happen anywhere the client and evaluator can meet, including her office or over video. She
also stated that treatment can only occur at Western or Eastern state hospitals, but in the future
there may be out-patient options available.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Reentry services (00:33:00)
Mitchell gave an update on the reentry staff position for the jail behavioral health team and explained
that they are delayed in hiring for the position.
Feld gave an overview of the Harvard article outlining reentry studies. Committee members discussed
various aspects of the points Feld summarized as well as other reentry issues they see currently. Topics
introduced included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Insurance for inmates and recently released people
The difference between reentry from prison and reentry from the jail
The population they are currently seeing in jail during COVID compared to the people who have
historically been in the jail
Local reports and resources that may be relevant
The need for reentry services in any new jail or justice campus to be built in the future
The importance of building or rebuilding social networks as a part of reentry
The need for affordable housing
The impacts of language barriers on reentry success
The idea of having a one-day event for former inmates where multiple services are available in
one place.

5. Regular meeting length for 2022
This item was not discussed. It will be discussed at the next Legal and Justice Committee meeting.
6. Other Business
There was no other business.
7. Public Comment
There was no public comment.
8. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m.

