Damages from the devastating November 2021 floods continue to
impact our community. People are understandably concerned and
want to know how to prevent this from happening again. This insert
shares information about actions Whatcom County government has
taken since last year’s floods to help our community recover and
prepare for the coming flood season.
Getting people out of harm’s way, minimizing flood risk, and
reducing the severity of future flood impacts are the focus of our
efforts. This work will lead us toward long-term floodplain
management objectives like reducing risk to people and property,
increasing resiliency, restoring natural river processes, and
preserving sustainable agriculture. This is a community-wide effort
that includes city, county, state, and federal governments, both of
our local Tribes, non-profit organizations, and individuals like
yourself.
Read below for a summary of actions taken by Whatcom County
government, with our community partners, over the past year. Visit
www.whatcomcounty.us/flood for more information on the
projects and programs described below. You can also find
information on flood management and planning activities, flood
hazard reduction projects, gravel removal FAQs, links to important
flood and weather forecast sites, and more.

For more information:
www.whatcomcounty.us/flood
Sign up for emergency notifications:
www.whatcomready.org

International Coordination
Coordination efforts have begun between Whatcom County; British
Columbia provincial agencies; the Cities of Abbottsford and
Chilliwack; and the Sumas, Matsqui, and Leq'a:mel First Nations to
coordinate flood control and management efforts in the Everson
Overflow Corridor. The Governor’s Office is working with the
premier of British Columbia on a Nooksack River International
Initiative. The State Department of Ecology is supporting the
Governor’s Office’s work on this initiative. The purpose of this work
is to reduce flood risks and improve flood emergency response
across both sides of the border.

Everson Overflow Corridor
As a result of the catastrophic November 2021 flooding, a renewed
priority for flood risk reduction was identified for the area upstream
of Everson where a portion of the Nooksack River overflows its
banks and flows north toward the Fraser River (called the flow split).
A new stakeholder planning team is working to evaluate the flow
split at Everson and identify possible solutions to reduce flood risk
in the overflow corridor without transferring risk downstream. The
first short-term action identified by the planning team will be
completed this fall. The Nooksack River Side Channel Enhancement
Pilot Project will encourage more flow into an existing side channel
directly upstream of the Everson Bridge. Visit our website for more
information on work in this area.

Flood Recovery Assistance
Assistance to Households
The Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office Division of Emergency
Management has been working closely with the nonprofit
Whatcom Long Term Recovery Group (WLTRG) to provide flood
disaster assistance to households impacted by the November 2021
floods. The Division of Emergency Management hired a Flood
Recovery Manager responsible for overseeing and coordinating all
activities related to flood recovery. As of September 2022, nine
disaster case managers made up of both WLTRG and county
personnel are supporting nearly 500 households most seriously
impacted by last year’s floods. More details are available on our
website.
Assistance to flood-impacted households has come from many
different funding sources. To date, the assistance provided includes:
• $5,656,000+ from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) to over 2,000 households
• $4,750,000 from the State of Washington for housing and
emergency support
• $2,380,000 from the Whatcom Community Foundation
• $8,000,000 from the Small Business Administration for home
and personal property
• $500,000+ from World Renew for building supplies to repair
homes

Assistance to Businesses
The 2021 floods caused approximately $45,000,000 worth of
impacts to local businesses. Over 300 businesses reported some
sort of physical or economic damages. To date, the Small Business
Administration has approved 10 loans to businesses in Whatcom
County for physical flood damage totaling over $1 million.

Hazard Mitigation Assistance
The FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) provides
funding to reduce the risk of future flood damage to structures in
flood-prone areas. Grant funds can be used by Whatcom County
and its cities to purchase flood-damaged properties from willing
owners that experience repeated flooding or help homeowners
elevate and floodproof their homes.
After the November 2021 floods, Whatcom County Public Works
worked with the cities of Everson, Ferndale, and Sumas to identify
and prioritize flood-damaged properties for mitigation assistance.
As of September 2022, over 800 property owners have been invited
to respond with a notice of voluntary interest in this program. The
county submitted grant applications in April and August, 2022 to
provide approximately $27 million in assistance to over 70
properties. Additional grant funding opportunities are expected this
fall and winter. The grant application process can take up to 18
months after the grant application is submitted. More information
on this program is available on our website.

Above: Home elevation mitigation project example from FEMA.
BFE = Base Flood Elevation or 100-year flood water surface elevation.

Infrastructure Repairs
Levee and Bank Protection Repairs

For more information:
www.whatcomcounty.us/flood

Whatcom County Public Works has been working with partners like
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and local diking and drainage
districts to complete Nooksack River levee system repairs and bank
protection improvements. Many repairs started immediately after
the floods in late 2021. Repairs are either complete or in process at
eight locations along the lower Nooksack River. Visit our website for
more information about these projects.

Above: Twin View Levee breach.

Emergency Response
Improved Communication

Above: Twin View Levee breach repair.

Road Repairs
The road system in Whatcom County sustained significant damage
during the 2021 floods. Whatcom County Public Works worked with
local contractors to restore travel and improve safety on ten county
roads. These emergency repairs started as soon as flood waters
receded, and many are now complete or will be completed soon.
Visit our website for more information about these projects.

The Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office Division of Emergency
Management has been working with emergency response partners
to plan for improved emergency messaging during future flood
events. Whatcom County cities and emergency response agencies
have agreed to consolidate emergency messaging through the Joint
Information Center operating from the county’s Emergency
Operations Center. This will ensure a single stream of messaging to
the public about flood emergencies.

Improved Tools for Flood Predictions
In partnership with Whatcom County Public Works, the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) is improving Nooksack River flow
estimates using new technology, new gaging stations, and improved
data. Improved flow estimates will make flood predictions more
accurate and aid flood response. New river gages are scheduled to
be installed this fall as soon as all necessary agreements,
permissions, and permits are in place.

New Road Gates for Safety
Whatcom County and other jurisdictions are installing additional
roadway gates to temporarily close portions of local roads during
flooding events. These gates improve public safety and provide a
faster and cheaper solution for road closures, replacing the need for
barricades, barriers, and other traffic control devices. Gates will be
installed this fall on:
• Emerson Rd (South of Everson)
• Halverstick Rd (West of Sumas)
• Main St in Everson (Everson Public Works will install)

Above: Emergency road closure gate on Slater Road.

Above: Emergency repairs on Birch Bay Lynden Road and emergency
stabilization on North Fork Road.

To date, FEMA has provided $35,000,000 in Public
Assistance funding for roads, bridges, and infrastructure
repairs throughout Whatcom County.

